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Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools officially wrapped up the 2016-17 school year this 
week with much to celebrate including the graduation of 616 PLHS and Bridges Area 
Learning Center students.  
  
As we officially close the books on the 2016/17 academic school year, we are working 
hard to prepare for a November referendum that meets the space needs of our current 
students as well as an additional 2,165 students we are expecting over the next ten 
years. 
  
Since accepting a community Task Force’s facilities recommendations to provide more 
space for our growing student population, the School Board has been working to refine 
a ten-year facilities plan that would provide for additions to many of our schools and 
construct a new elementary school. 
 
After a failed referendum in May 2016, the Board has been listening to our community, 
analyzing our space needs and has been meeting for hours over the last several weeks 
to discuss ways to reduce the cost of the facilities plan in an effort to lower our 
referendum request this fall. 
  
At the same time, our current operating levy is set to expire in 2018. As a result, the 
Board is working to determine operating expenditures to run our schools and building 
additions.  
  
In my first column at the start of this school year, I promised that our district will work 
hard to make the best decisions possible for all students. We will continue to keep that 
promise and work to balance the space needs of our students with what our community 
can support, and, as always, we will live our mission to educate all learners to reach 
their full potential as contributing and productive members of our ever-changing global 
community.  
  
As we look ahead to the future, I would like to congratulate all of our graduating seniors 
as they start the next chapter of their lives and wish our remaining students a restful and 
rejuvenating summer vacation.  
  


