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Board Begins Planning Process for
November Referendum
Did You Know? 
• All buildings are currently at capacity or over capacity
• 2,165 additional students are expected to enter our schools in the next ten 

years
This is more than the total combined enrollment of Glendale, Jeffers 
Pond, Five Hawks and Grainwood elementary schools

• To provide enough classroom space for our students into the future, an
• additional 93 classrooms are needed throughout the district

In addition to the 93 classrooms, more space is needed for gyms for 
physical education class, pre-kindergarten, Special Education and 
Bridges Area Learning Center

• Core spaces such as kitchens, cafeterias and conference rooms also need 
to be expanded in some schools

Facilities Recommendations
The following Task Force recommendations will be refined prior to making
decisions on a November referendum request:

Elementary Schools
• Centralized option: 4-year old pre-k program housed at Edgewood School 

(Nature-based preschool still an option where space is available)
• Construct a new elementary school
• Additions to existing K-5 schools: kitchen/cafeteria, gyms, kindergarten, 

Special Education
• The project estimates for this option are approximately $46-51 million

OR option two:

• Neighborhood option: 4-year old pre-k program housed in our neighbor-
hood elementary schools

Additions at each elementary for two, 4-year old pre-k rooms
• Construct a new elementary school
• Additions to existing K-5 schools: kitchen/cafeteria, gyms, kindergarten, 

Special Education
• Connect the upper level of Edgewood with WestWood to create more 

space
• The project estimates for this option are approximately $49-54 million

AND

Secondary Schools
• Add classroom space at existing middle schools and high school
• Expand core spaces such as kitchens, cafeterias and conference rooms
• Update parking lots to improve traffic flow
• The project estimates for this option are approximately $79-87 million

Next Steps
• Determine operating expenditures to run our schools and building additions 

(current operating levy expires in 2018)
• Continue to study the district’s technology and building security needs

More Information: www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us/growth
or contact: input@priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us

Seventh Graders Help Collect and Track 
Mosquitos in Area Wetlands
Seventh graders at Twin Oaks 
Middle School are taking part in a 
citizen science project, which means 
they will immediately apply what 
they learn at school to research they 
do after school hours.

The work they do will actually 
contribute to mosquito control 
research by collecting and identifying mosquito larvae in 
wetlands near their school and homes.

To kick off the project, Casey Herrmann from Metropolitan 
Mosquito Control District (MMCD) visited to instruct the 
students on how to collect their specimens and the proper way 
to store them.

The specimens will be given to MMCD so they can look for any 
potential diseases and track mosquito species.

Edgewood School and La ola del lago 
named U.S. Department of Education 
Green Ribbon Schools Award Honorees

Edgewood and La ola del lago Spanish Immersion have earned a U.S.
Department of Education Green Ribbon Schools Award for their commitment to 
reducing environmental impact, improving health and wellness and providing 
effective environmental education. Some accomplishment highlights include:

• Edgewood provides a nature-based preschool option within Circle of 
Friends where the natural environment provides context for supporting 
STEM learning.

• The Early Childhood Family Education (ECFE) program offers classes such 
as Think Green and Tiny Footprints that reinforce sustainable decision 
making in households. 

• ECFE models earth-friendly practices by rethinking curriculum, reducing 
consumables and purchasing toys and other items made with recycled 
products.

• La ola del lago incorporates all facets of the E-STEM curriculum and 
presents it to the students in the target language.

• To support sustainability and environmental education in all of Edgewood 
School programs, an under used green space was turned into a nature 
classroom, incorporating an existing butterfly garden.

Edgewood is the fifth school in the district to receive a Green Ribbon 
designation, preceded by Glendale (2016), Redtail Ridge (2015), Five Hawks 
(2014) and Jeffers Pond (2013). Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools was also 
named a Green Ribbon Sustainability District in 2013.
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From the Superintendent

Circle of Friends Preschool
Circle of Friends Preschool has openings at our Glendale
Elementary site for the 2017-2018 school year! At Circle of Friends
Preschool, we serve all learners in an inclusive, caring environment.
Using a child-centered approach, teachers support all learners to feel 
safe, cared for and encouraged. This empowers learners to challenge 
themselves and take appropriate risks to deepen their learning. Children 
learn through play, and exit ready for K!
 
In addition to all of our classes at Edgewood School, Jeffers Pond
Elementary and Grainwood Elementary, we are excited to be able to offer 
three new half-day, nature preschool options for 4-year-olds at Glendale 
Elementary next year. These classes will be able to utilize McColl Pond
Environmental Learning Center’s outdoor nature space during the school 
day as well as a classroom at Glendale Elementary!

Find more information about Circle of Friends Preschool and our 
registration process on the district’s website under Our Schools>Circle of 
Friends Preschool or call the preschool office at 952-226-0956.
District website: www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us

Summer Early Childhood Family 
Education (ECFE)
Join us for summer ECFE classes at Edgewood School. Spend time with 
your child(ren) in a fun, caring setting. We’ll set up the fun and clean up 
the mess! Some classes being offered this summer: Magnets & Mudpies, 
1-2 Look at Me Naturally, Babies, Ones, Tinker Time, Multiples: Twins, 
Triplets & More. Register online at www.priorlakesavagece.com or call 
952-226-0952 to learn more.

www.priorlakesavagece.com
952-226-0080

Classrooms today feel and often times look very 
different than the ones adults remember from their 
childhood. And that is by design. Our schools, and our 
strategies for teaching and learning, are transforming 
to engage and empower students and to prepare 
them for jobs that don’t yet exist in a world that is 
globally connected and constantly changing. 

In Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools (PLSAS) we 
know that one size does not fit all. We are working to 
ensure our students are future ready by implementing 
personalized learning through an initiative called the 

Laker Learning Plan. The Laker Learning Plan focuses on the needs of the 
individual learner to empower them and help each student develop the following 
key traits associated with being future ready: curious, adaptive, aware, risk 
taker, innovator, teammate and determined. 

Through this plan, when you enter a PLSAS school, you will often find students 
gathered in teams, working on projects or learning outside of the classroom. 
Here are just a few examples of student experiences that exemplify the goals of 
the Laker Learning plan: 

• At PLHS, some teachers have implemented a “20% Project” in 
which students are given roughly 20% of the quarter to spend on a 
project of their choosing that speaks to their passions and interests. 
Teachers guide students to create their own time lines, research their 
own products and complete their projects. This way students have a 
voice in their own learning through a project that fosters creativity and 
innovation, all while meeting teaching and learning standards. Some 
students have chosen to work with food shelves or other social services 
organizations, while others have explored their passions through 
hands-on experience in the corporate world. Students have shared with 
me how much they have enjoyed investing their time in these very real-
world learning opportunities.

• At the middle school level, teachers have set up opportunities for 
students to be young entrepreneurs and pitch their business ideas 
and products to a panel of adults in “Shark Tank” style, patterned after 
the popular TV show. Students learn how to set price points for their 
product, determine profit margins and build a marketing plan. These 
entrepreneurial students pitched products like the “iPad Cover with 
integrated Pencil Case” and “Adjustable Golf Club.” I was inspired 
by the confidence of the students as I watched them present their 
innovations.

• Recently eighth grade SWAT (Students Working to Advance 
Technology) students visited the Apple Store and Microsoft Store at the 
Mall of America where they wrote code to direct a spherical robot toy 
called a Sphero and built robotic fingers. We also plan to start a chapter 
of Girls who Code at the middle schools; a co-curricular club focused on 
closing the gender gap in computer science.

• Elementary students are working with a digital tool called Seesaw 
where they document what they are learning in the classroom and 
then share it with their teachers, parents and classmates. Students 
are eager to capture their learning and share what excites them. It’s 
one more example of how teachers are working to motivate students, 
capture their interests and engage them in their learning. 

Next school year we will launch a plan to expand coding classes and bring more 
computer science into our classrooms. As we continue to help our students be 
productive users of technology rather than simply consumers of it, learning the 
language of coding and computer science is important for future-ready learners. 

As we continue to expand the Laker Learning Plan, our students  will be 
encouraged to be adaptable, develop new skills, test new technology and try 
new things without being afraid to make mistakes. Our goal is to empower 
students to shape and direct their own learning as they meet rigorous academic 
standards with quality and caring staff supporting them every step of the way. 

Our classrooms and teaching styles will continue to transform in ways that 
engage students and make learning joyful, all while fulfilling our mission: to 
educate all learners to reach their full potential as contributing and productive 
members of our ever-changing global community. 

SWAT at the Apple Store, Mall of America
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KING TeC Robotics Competes at World 
Championship
KING TeC returned from St. 
Louis, MO where they competed 
in the FIRST (For Inspiration and 
Recognition of Science and
Technology) Robotics World 
Championship. 

Did you know?
• This was the 9th time in the team’s 11 seasons in which they earned a trip 

to the Championship. This was also the 6th time KING TeC qualified for the 
Championship by winning the Chairman’s Award at the regional level; the 
most prestigious award at FIRST.

• More than 1,000 teams worldwide compete for the Chairman’s Award and 
78 of those teams advance to the World Championship. KING TeC was one 
of only 6 teams at the World Championship (and the first Minnesota team 
ever) named as a Chairman’s Finalist. The team advanced to the finals in 
its division, placing in the top 3% of FIRST Robotics Competition (FRC) 
teams from 24 countries.

• This was the second time in 9 World Champion appearances that KING 
TeC has advanced as division finalists and was one of two Minnesota 
teams to advance this year.

Look for KING TeC at the Minnesota State High School League Championship 
May 20 at Mariucci Arena at the University of Minnesota where they will 
compete against the top 30 FRC teams in Minnesota. 

Dr. John Bezek Named New
PLHS Principal
Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools proudly announces the 
selection of Dr. John Bezek as the new Principal of Prior 
Lake High School. Dr. Bezek replaces Dr. Dave Lund, who 
is retiring at the end of the school year. 

Dr. Bezek currently serves as the Assistant Superintendent 
of Shakopee Public Schools. Since 2012 he has been a leader in one of 
the fastest growing school districts in the state and is part of the executive 
leadership team for all E-12 instructional programming.

He has previously served as Principal of Tartan High School in Oakdale and 
served as an Assistant Principal at Park High School in Cottage Grove.

“I am excited to be named the new Principal of Prior Lake High School; one of 
the top performing high schools in the state. I look forward to working with the 
team in place as we continue to build on the rich tradition of excellence.”

Dr. Bezek earned his doctorate in education leadership and administrative 
licensure from Saint Mary’s University. He holds a master’s of science in 
secondary school counseling and bachelor’s degree in social studies and history 
from Minnesota State University, Mankato.

Superintendent Dr. Teri Staloch said Dr. Bezek’s experience and leadership 
skills will be a great match for PLHS and our community.

Dr. Bezek will assume his new role in Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools July 1.

Matthew Baer Earns Congressional 
Award Gold Medal
Matthew Baer, a sophomore at PLHS, 
earned the Congressional Award Gold 
medal by setting and achieving personal 
goals in four areas: voluntary public 
service, personal development, physical 
fitness and expedition/exploration.

Baer gave 400 hours of his time to 
voluntary community service and spent 
200 hours developing his interests, social and life skills through personal 
development and improving his health and quality of life through physical 
fitness.

“For volunteering I did kind of a myriad of different activities,” Baer said.

He went to Guatemala with his mother, where they helped build a bridge, a 
home and a cement oven. He also volunteered at summer YMCA camp as an 
assistant counselor for two summers and he prepared meals for families at the 
Ronald McDonald House.

In addition, Baer set goals to become a better public speaker and trombone 
player and to make the varsity tennis team. His hard work paid off in all three 
areas when he made the varsity tennis team for the first time this season, 
became captain of the mock trial team and top trombone in the high school 
band.

“It kind of just proved to me that, just the importance of goal setting,” Baer said.
The discipline Baer has learned throughout this process has also paid off in 
other areas of his life.

Baer will attend an award ceremony in Washington DC this June with his 
mother, father and his older sister, who also received the Congressional Award 
this year.

PLHS Students Plant Community Garden
with Help from A Backyard Farm

PLHS students worked with farmers from A
Backyard Farm to plant a community garden 
that will be used for a variety of purposes.

Child Nutrition Services will use the produce 
for school lunches, Family and Consumer 
Science classes will use it to create farm-
to-table curriculum and other classes will 
periodically incorporate the garden with their 
curriculum as well.

Students learned the square foot gardening

SWAT Group Visits Apple and Microsoft 
Stores at the Mall of America

SWAT (Students Working to Advance 
Technology) students recently visited the 
Apple and Microsoft stores at the Mall of 
America where they were challenged with 
writing code to guide a Sphero robotic 
ball through a course and create a robotic 
finger. 

SWAT is a group of eighth graders 
who enjoy working with and learning 
about technology. They help their peers 

and teachers better understand technology and how to use it and also help 
troubleshoot problems that may arise.
SWAT students assist at technology rollout nights during the summer and on a 
rotating basis at school once per week. 

LEF Gratitude Greetings Honor Staff
This spring, the Laker Educational Foundation is offering two ways to say 
“Thank you” to teachers and staff.
 
For every tax-deductible donation of $20 made to the Laker Educational 
Foundation, your chosen staff member(s) will receive a personalized Gratitude 
Greeting or Teacher Tribute, and a $10 gift card to Artisan Coffee Bistro in Prior 
Lake.
 
The Teacher Tributes are the perfect way for 2017 seniors to thank the special 
teachers who have touched them deeply and changed the course of their lives. 
It’s the best time to give them the recognition, honor and respect they deserve.
 
To donate, visit the LEF website www.lakerfoundation.org and click the link on 
the home page.

Laker Educational Foundation Welcomes 
Development Director
LEF welcome Kristi Nichols who has worked in philanthropy for over 15 years 
with corporation foundations. Nichols will lead the annual fundraising efforts. 

Laker Educational
Foundation News

The PLHS art 
department will 
host its annual High 
School Art Show 
May 30-June 6th. 
The Show will be 
open to the public 
Tuesday, June 6th 
from 5-8 p.m. in the 
Commons area.

Photo by Regan Thomas

Prior Lake High School Annual Art Show

Drawing by Calvin Sund

technique, which is a way to get the highest yields possible in a small space. 
They took special care to place a variety of herbs and vegetables where they 
will thrive. 



Laker Connections  •   May 2017

Important 
Dates
May 29
No School

Grades E-12
District Offices 

Closed
Memorial Day

June 7
Early Release
Grades 6-12

June 8
Last Day of School

3-Hour Early Release
Grades E-12

Last Day of Kids’ 
Company and WAVE

June 9
Commencement

7:30 p.m.
Dan Patch Stadium

June 15
First Day of Summer 

Kids’ Company

July 4
District Offices 

Closed
No Kids’ Company

4th of July 

The stock we 
are printing on 
contains 10% 
PCW

Superintendent
   Dr. Teri Staloch

2017 Board of 
Education 

Melissa Enger

Mary Frantz

Ben Hanson

Stacey Ruelle

Lee Shimek

Todd Sorensen

Richard Wolf

Director of 
Communications
   Kristi Mussman
   952.226.0014
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GET SOCIAL WITH 
PRIOR LAKE-SAVAGE 

AREA SCHOOLS

facebook.com/PLSAS twitter.com/isd719

instagram.com/isd719 youtube.com/isd719

Scan the QR 
code to sign 
up for PLSAS 

E-News

or call 952-226-0014

Congratulations 2017 Retirees

Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Young Native Pride Dancers 
Perform at Prior Lake High School

The Young Native Pride Dancers of 
the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux 
Community (SMSC) performed 
a variety of traditional dances for 
Prior Lake High School students 
Thursday, May 11. The dancers
performed in different styles 
including grass, women’s traditional, 
men’s traditional, fancy and more.

Washington Post Names PLHS One of the 
Most Challenging High Schools in the Nation

Prior Lake High School has been named one of the Washington Post’s 2017 Most Challenging High Schools for the fourth year in a 
row! This year, 2,400 schools in the U.S. made Washington Post’s list. PLHS moved from 1,850 in 2016 to 1,663 this year and ranks 
22nd in the state. Among the criteria considered: the number of Advanced Placement courses and tests given at a school each year, 
as well as the number of seniors who graduate. 

Roxanne Scheffert
Glendale

Mary Smith-Dennis
Redtail Ridge

Cindi Isaacson
PLHS

Joyce Olson
Speech/Language Pathologist

Terri Thomas
Hidden Oaks

Joylene Spencer
Edgewood

Linda Anderson
Five Hawks

Julaine Dammen
Jeffers Pond

Patti Greene
District Services Center

Jan Lash
Q-Comp Coach

Dr. David Lund
PLHS

Ann McKinley
Redtail Ridge

Sue Muelken
Edgewood/WestWood

Marge Nelson
Redtail Ridge

Lakefront Music Fest Benefits PLSAS Students
July 14-15 | Lakefront Park, Prior Lake

Visit participating schools and programs to purchase admission and raffle tickets. Participating organizations receive 50% of the 
purchase price of all raffle and admission tickets purchased through them.

Advance tickets are $30 for both nights
(tickets purchased at the gate are $30 per night)

Purchase a $10 raffle ticket for your chance to win:
First Prize: Chevy Colorado Truck ($35,000 Value)
Second Prize: $5,000 Cash  |  Third Prize: $1,000 Cash

Billy Currington David Nail

July 14 | Rock Night
Lineup TBA

July 15 | Country Night

Third Country Artist TBA

Participating PLSAS Organizations: Early Childhood Programs, Five Hawks PTC, 
Glendale PTC, Grainwood PTC, Jeffers Pond PTC, La ola del lago PTC, Redtail 
Ridge PTC, WestWood PTC, Laker Athletic Booster Club and Patrons of the Arts & 
Activities.


