
"If a child is to keep his inborn sense of wonder, he needs the companionship of at 
least one adult who can share it, rediscovering with him the joy, excitement, and 

mystery of the world we live in." (Rachel Carson) 



Where students arrive at school 
excited to learn outside… 



And go home exhausted and ready 
to sleep! 



What is a nature based preschool? 

ECE is theory based practices that focus on 
different developmental domains: Social, 

emotional, cognitive, and physical.  
 

Primary goal of EE is to change people’s 
actions or behavior towards the 

environment, as a result of awareness, 
knowledge, attitude, and skills.  

Combines environmental education (EE) with early childhood 
education (ECE) to create meaningful outdoor experiences that 

are developmentally appropriate.  



Curriculum 
Our curriculum integrates all domains of child development within the 

framework of our natural environment. These domains include:  

 
 

 

•Environmental Awareness 
•Social and Emotional 

Development 
•Cognitive Development  

(natural science exploration and 
mathematical thinking) 

•Language and Literacy 
Development 

•Physical and Motor 
Development 

•Creativity and the Arts 
•Approaches to Learning  

(curiosity, risk-taking, and problem 
solving experiences) 



Learning through Inquiry 
 Inquiry allows students’ questions and 

curiosities to drive curriculum. 
 Encourages children to question, 

conduct research, and make 
discoveries.  

 Children use prior knowledge to form 
theories, and adjust theories based on 
results of discoveries.  

Active inquiry encourages children’s natural 
curiosity and enthusiasm for learning. 

Role of Teacher 
The teacher facilitates and 
supports the learning, but 
does not instruct. Instead, 

learner and teacher discover 
answers together. 



Potential Topics (Just a small sample!)  

Year-Long Themes: 
 Seasons 
 Life Cycles 
 Stewardship 

Bugs: 
 Insects vs Arachnids 

vs “other bugs” 
 Butterfly vs Moth 
 Parts of a bug 
 Why are bugs 

important? 

Animals: 
 Birds 
 Mammals 
 Fish 
 Reptiles 
 Amphibians 

Plants 
 Life cycle 
 Tree ID 
 Flowers 
 Fruit vs Vegetable 
 Seeds 

Other topics: 
 Habitats 
 Water cycle 
 Weather 

 Clouds 
 Dirt 

 Compost 
 Decomposers 

 
 



E-STEM 
 E-STEM theme will be integrated naturally into the nature-

based curriculum 
 

 Examples: 
 Designing seeds 
 Building worm mazes 
 Building bird feeders 
 Exploring natural ramps (hills) 
 Sink/Float experiments with natural materials 
 Using technology to capture and share discoveries 



Edgewood Daily Schedule 
9:00-9:15/12:48-12:55 pm - Arrival 
9:20 am/1:00 pm: Circle time at Stump Corner 

 Weather 
 Story 
 Discussion 

9:40 am/1:20 pm: Hike 
10:00 am/1:40 pm: Nature Classroom 
10:30 am/2:10 pm: Snack 
10:45 am/2:25 pm: Center Time 
11:15 am/3:00 pm: Closing Circle  
11:40 am/3:30 pm: Departure 



Stump Corner 



Hiking 



Nature Classroom 



Off-Site Schedule 
9:10 am/12:50 pm: Arrival 
9:20 am/1:00 pm: Outside 

 Circle Time 
 Outdoor Exploration 
 Nature Play 
 Snack 
 Story 
 Buddy Time 
 Outdoor Exploration 
 Music 

11:50 am/3:20 pm: Departure 
 

 

2014-2015 Locations: 
• Five Hawks 

• McColl Pond 
 

All off-site locations have an 
indoor area to use as needed. 
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