
Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools
On May 24, 2016, Prior Lake-Savage Area 

School District residents will be asked to vote 
on a funding proposal that would respond to 

increasing student enrollment by providing 
space for students, technology for teaching 

and learning, and security for schools.

We Listened...
The School Board and District leadership spent the last year studying the district’s growth and facility needs 
before finalizing the referendum request. Extensive work by a Demographic Review Committee paved the way, 
followed by many Board study sessions and community input. 

Throughout the planning process we have been working with – and listening to – our community, gathering staff 
and community input through information sessions, emails, comment cards, many informal discussions and a 
community survey. In response, we are being fiscally responsible with our community’s financial resources: we 
reduced the original proposal and used a range of financial tools to save money and be more efficient with tax 
dollars.

Our school district is experiencing tremendous 
enrollment growth. We are a popular school district 
with lots of housing growth; with that growth comes 
families with children. More students means more 
needs throughout our district, particularly in three 
areas: space for students, technology for teaching 
and security for schools. Existing funding sources are 
not enough to address this growth, so the school 
district is requesting additional local funding through a 
referendum.

The Question
The one-question ballot request includes a $129 million 
20-year bond request and a $2.125 million per year 10-
year technology levy. These funds would be allocated 
towards three goals: space for students, technology 
for teaching and security for schools. 

Space for students
Additions and/or renovations at 
every building in the district, 
including classrooms, cafeterias and 
gyms; a new elementary school; a 

new Bridges Area Learning Center; and space for our 
innovative learning programs.

The Growth

The Background

In the next five years, 1,500 more students are expected in 
our schools, spread across all grade levels – that’s an 
average of 250 students per year.
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Security for schools
A new, secure entrance at Prior Lake High 
School, a visitor screening system at every 
school; and additional security cameras 
for all schools.

Technology for teaching and 
learning 
Support to maintain our posi-
tion as a leader in Minnesota 
for innovative technology use 

in the classroom, including student and staff devices; 
software programs that support students, teachers 
and families; technology infrastructure; and technology 
support staff.
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Tax impact
If approved, the tax impact on the average 
homeowner ($300,000 value home) would be 
less than $31 per month. An online tax impact 
calculator is available at:
www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us/referendum

The School Board has determined that without additional funding:
• Class sizes would increase
• Growth would continue to add pressure on schools
• Elementary attendance boundaries may need to 

change due to school crowding
• Our ability to maintain classroom technology and inno-

vative programming would be limited
• We would not be able to improve security at all buildings 

What if the Referendum Does Not Pass?

We are committed to transparent and responsible  
management of our community’s financial resources. Our 
Business Office has received the Minnesota Department of 
Education School Finance Award for exhibiting fiscal health, 
sound fiscal management and accountability. We have also 
received the Association of School Business Officials 
International Certificate of Excellence in Financial Reporting 
Award. 

Financial Management

Voting Information
Polls will be open 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on May 24. 
Absentee voting will be available beginning 
April 8. Find your polling location online at 
www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us/referendum 
or call Martha Walz at 952-226-0010.

Learn More

Attend an information session:

•	 Thursday, April 28 at 7 p.m.
       District Services Center

•	 Wednesday, May 4 at 7 p.m.
       Prior Lake High School

www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us/
referendum

input@priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us

952-226-0037

Scan the QR code for more 
referendum information!

The referendum proposal addresses:

•	Space	for	students

•	Technology	for	teaching	and	learning

•	Security	for	schools

Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools is one of the few metro area school 
districts without a voter-approved technology levy. If the 
referendum is approved, it would provide dedicated funding for 
classroom technology and free up operating dollars for a new 
elementary school and other building additions.

Rosemount-Apple Valley-Eagan $5 Million

Edina $4.5 Million

Shakopee $2.5 Million

Eastern Carver $2.5 Million

Burnsville $2.5 Million

Lakeville $2 Million
Jordan $0

PLSAS $0
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