
 
 
Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools voters do not approve school funding request to address district growth 
 
(5.24.16) – Prior Lake, MN: By a margin of 47% yes (3,100 votes) to 53% no (3,557votes)*, Prior Lake-Savage Area 
Schools voters did not approve the school district’s funding request to address the district’s growth and facilities needs. 
The May 24 ballot question included a $129 million 20-year bond and a $2.125 million per year 10-year technology levy.  
 
Voter rejection of the referendum means the school district will not receive any additional funding, resulting in: 

 Class size increases 

 Growth continuing to add pressure on schools 

 Elementary attendance boundaries that may need to change due to school crowding 

 Limits to the district’s ability to maintain classroom technology and innovative programming  

 An inability to improve security at all buildings  
 
“We are terribly disappointed that our community denied our funding request,” said Superintendent Teri Staloch. “We 
owe it to our students and staff to determine why voters did not support our plan to address the district’s growth by 
providing space, technology and security for our more than 8,000 students. I am grateful to the board members, staff, 
parents and community members who spent months researching and planning for our growth needs.” 
 
By the year 2021, 1,500 more students are expected in the Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools, spread across all grade levels 
– an average of 250 students per year. The School Board and District leadership spent the last year studying the district’s 
growth and facility needs before finalizing the referendum request that went before voters on May 24. Extensive work 
was done by a Demographic Review Committee, followed by many Board study sessions. Throughout the planning 
process, the school district gathered staff and community input through information sessions, emails, comment cards, 
informal discussions and a community survey.  
 
If voters had approved the referendum, funds would have been used to provide: 

 Space for students: Additions and/or renovations at every building in the district, a new elementary school and 
a new Bridges Area Learning Center 

 Technology for teaching and learning: including student and staff devices, software programs that support 
students, teachers and families; technology infrastructure; and technology support staff 

 Security for schools: a new, secure entrance at Prior Lake High School, a visitor screening system and additional 
security cameras for all schools 

 
In response to the loss, the School Board and district administration will discuss ways to determine why the community 
was not supportive, especially given the extensive planning process that resulted in the May 24 ballot question.  
 
More information: http://www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us/referendum. 
 
*Results are unofficial until canvassed by school board on Friday, May 27 at 7 a.m. 
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