
 
 
January 13, 2016 
 
Dear PLSAS Parents, Guardians and Community Members,  
 
As we start a new year, Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools continues an extensive process we began more 
than a year ago: researching options to address our growing student population. This is an update on 
our process and how you can provide input to help the School Board make smart decisions for our 
community's children. 
 
Growth continues 
Between this school year and 2021, 1,500 more students are expected in our schools, spread across all 
grade levels. That's an average of 250 additional students every year! We are a popular school district 
with lots of room for housing growth; with that growth comes families with children. Knowing we are 
already experiencing increased enrollment with more students coming, last fall a Demographic Review 
Committee recommended the School Board begin serious long-range planning to ensure we will have 
adequate space for all our students. 
  
Planning underway 
The committee also recommended that the Board plan for a May 2016 referendum to support our 
growth into the future, knowing that our existing funding sources were not enough to handle this 
growth. A comprehensive districtwide facilities study began in November to help inform referendum 
specifics. Based on recommendations from the committee, this study has researched:                 

 A new elementary school 
 Additions for classroom and other critical school spaces to add capacity at multiple sites 
 Space options for innovative programs (Bridges ALC, SAGE, La ola del lago, MNCAPS) 

During this study phase, the board has researched current and future capacity needs in every building in 
the district by conducting tours and collecting staff input. We have looked at options for additional 
classrooms, as well as curricular and co-curricular areas such as gyms and spaces for the arts. We have 
also studied core spaces such as flexible learning spaces for student collaboration as well as kitchen and 
cafeteria space. The Board and administrators have also studied space options to sustain and grow 
innovative programs including: Bridges ALC, SAGE, La ola del lago, Special Education, 4-year old 
preschool and MNCAPS. We are examining multiple options and researching spaces based on what is 
best for students and instruction.  
  
Next steps and public input 
As we move into the analysis phase, we are sharing all that we have studied and considered, including 
our comprehensive facilities plan and funding options. To help inform the Board's decision about the 
details of a May referendum, we have opportunities for public input through a community phone survey 
and two informational open houses (both at 7 p.m.): February 11 at PLHS and February 16 at Twin Oaks 
Middle School.  



  
Cont. 
Once the School Board has had an opportunity to review and discuss public input, including any 
potential changes to the facilities plan, the referendum question(s) and amount will be decided at the 
March 7 School Board meeting.  
  
Learn more  
In the meantime, please visit our website to learn more about our process and provide input at any time 
by emailing input@priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us.  
 
I look forward to continued discussion with our community to share details of our planning and engage 
everyone in the great work taking place in Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools. 
 
Be well, 

 
Dr. Teri Staloch 
Superintendent  
 

http://www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us/referendum/index.aspx
mailto:input@priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us

