
 
 
March 8, 2016 
 
Dear PLSAS Parents, Guardians and Community Members,  
  
On March 7, the School Board approved a referendum proposal for a Special Election that will take place on 
May 24.  
  
In the next five years, 1,500 more students are expected in our schools, spread across all grade levels - an 
average of 250 per year. 

Because of the enrollment growth we are experiencing today and will continue to realize into the future, the 
referendum request will allocate funds towards three goals, combined into one question on the ballot:  

 Space for students 
 Technology for teaching and 
 Security for schools 

If voters approve the referendum, funds would provide: 

 Additions and/or renovations at every building in the district 
 A new elementary school and a new Bridges Area Learning Center 
 Technology for teaching and learning such as student and staff devices, our Data Warehouse, Infinite 

Campus, Schoology and FeePay. It also includes: infrastructure, our phone system and staffing such 
as technology integrationists 

 Enhanced school security including: a new, secure entrance at Prior Lake High School, a visitor 
screening system and additional security cameras for all schools 

Because all of these needs are inter-related, we did not feel it was wise to split them into multiple ballot 
questions. A one-question ballot enables us to combine financing tools for maximum return on investment. 
We also know that if we open a new elementary school we need funds to operate it - which is incorporated 
into the way referendum funds would be allocated.  
  
The one-question ballot includes a $129 million 20-year bond request and a $2.125 million per year 10-year 
technology levy. Both of these amounts are reduced from the original proposal in response to community 
input and use a range of financial tools to save money and be more efficient with tax dollars. If voters 
approve the referendum, the tax impact on the average homeowner ($300,000 home) would be less than 
$31 per month. 
  
The March 7 School Board vote is the culmination of a thorough process that began more than a year ago. 
We have studied our growth projections, listened to staff and our community through a variety of ways and 
worked hard to develop the final board-approved plan. 
  
We will now begin an information campaign to ensure our community understands the referendum question 
before them prior to Election Day on May 24. We will be sharing information over the next 2-1/2 months 
through presentations, on our website, via a Referendum Update E-newsletter, through our schools, on social 
media, with a mailing to all residents and through our local paper.  
  
I look forward to continuing community conversations surrounding this important decision. Learn more 
here.   
 
Be well, 

 
Dr. Teri Staloch 
Superintendent  

http://www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us/referendum/index.aspx

