
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

Welcome to Twin Oaks 
Middle School!  WEB Orientation: 

August 24th 8AM – 12PM 

 Back to School Night: 

August 30 4-8 PM 

 

Important Dates: 

A Parent Guide to the 
Middle School Transition: 
Making it a positive 
experience.  

 

 

LAKERS are… 

Learners who are  

Accountable for their 

behaviors; Kind to all; 

put Effort into their 

work; have Respect for 

self and others; and are 

Safe at all times. 

Helpful Contact Information: 

Dr. Dan Edwards, Principal  

952.226.0503 

 

John Dahl, Assistant Principal 

952.226.0504 

 

Jaime Serbus, Social Worker 

952.226.0575 

 

Sarah Loechler, Guidance Counselor  

Last Names A-L 

952.226.0573 

 

       Erik Torgerson, Guidance Counselor 

Last Names M-Z 

952.226.0576 

 

Officer Matt Nardo, Police Liaison 

952.226.0520 

 

Alyssa Dwyer, Health Aide & 

 Linda Knutson, RN 

952.226.0506 

952.226.0808 

 

Tami Zahn, Guidance Secretary 

952.226.0572 

Guidance Office Main Line 

952-226-0502 

Attendance Line 952.226.0501 

 

      Cafeteria & Jane Broberg, Head Cook 

952.226.0508 or 0524 

 

 Twin Oaks Middle School 

15860 Fish Point Rd. SE 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

Main Line: 952.226.0500 

Fax: 952.226.0549 



 

1. Be Involved. Whether it’s 

knowing what your student is 

studying, participating in the TOMS 

Parent-Teacher organization, or 

checking Infinite Campus and 

Schoology, be sure to stay involved in 

your student’s education. 

2. Encourage your 

son/daughter to become 

involved as well. Research shows 

that students who are involved get 

better grades than those who are not. 

Encourage your student to participate 

in athletics, clubs, music, etc.  

3. Encourage your 

son/daughter to make new 

friends, and get to know them. 

Your child may now be anxious about 

being separated from friends. 

Encourage him/her to seek out others 

they may have common interests with. 

It takes time, but they will make new 

friends. Make sure to also connect with 

the parents of your students’ friends to 

ensure supervised activity.  

4. Attend Back to School Night 

and WEB Orientation. Your child 

will receive their 6th grade schedule 

and visit their classrooms. It is also a 

great way to meet other 6th graders 

and get to know TOMS. Attending 

these activities is very important for 

middle school success! 

10 Simple Suggestions for a Successful Transition to Middle School  

 
 5. Encourage independence 

and responsibility, but don’t let 
your child get lost in the 

shuffle. Encourage your son/daughter 

to use their planner, become organized 
and make connections with their 
teachers. Allow your student to try to 
work out issues before intervening, but 
STAY INVOLVED. 
 
6. Remember that all 

adolescents (including 
straight-A students) need 

proper supervision. This includes 

online supervision and supervision of 
technology. Remember, good kids 
make mistakes too. Your child should 
always know you love him/her, but 

make sure he/she knows your 
expectations. Know where your child is 
and who they are with all the time.  

 
7. Help your student set 

attainable goals, and come up 
with short-term 

rewards/consequences. Keeping 

rewards/consequences short term will 
allow students to feel success; a very 
important piece of staying motivated 
throughout adolescence. Communicate 
your expectations to your student, and 
keep them realistic. Find out if their 
expectations are in line with yours.  

 
 

 

8. Set a daily routine for 

checking your student’s 

planner. All TOMS students will be 

encouraged to use their planner in 

every class. Set up a daily homework 

time (preferably at the same 

time/location) for your student and 

guide them to stick to it. 

9. Check Infinite Campus and 

schoology. Schoology helps you 

see daily assignments per class, 

while infinite campus shows grades, 

missing assignments, and 

attendance. While they are great 

tools, please be realistic about the 

time frame within which teachers 

will have student information fully 

updated.  

10. Get to know your child’s 

teachers and support staff! 

Stay in positive contact with the 

teachers and don’t be afraid to ask 

for help. Email is a great tool for 

quick information. Don’t fight all the 

small battles for your child, however; 

keep things in perspective. Feel free 

to contact the Guidance Office if you 

need additional support. As a 

preliminary contact, please direct 

social/emotional concerns toward 

the social worker, and academic 

concerns toward the counselors.  


