
Understanding		Student	Growth
Parents and guardians are urged to  
understand that individual	students	will	
grow	at	different	rates.	 Anticipated 
growth rates for each student are based 
on national norms and should be 
viewed as “typical” growth, not expected	
growth. Teachers and principals know 
what MAP results mean and how to best 
utilize the data. Our goal is for teachers 
to use the results to differentiate and 
adjust instruction so all students grow 
at levels appropriate for them 
individually. 

If you have any immediate questions, 
please contact your student’s teacher or 
building principal. Additional 
information can be found at 
www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us/
academics/curriculum/assessments	

National	Normative	Data	
The irst two charts can be used to 
compare student performance to the 
average	performance	of	students	in	
the	same	grade	 from	schools	across	
the	nation.		

District	Targets
The next two charts show district	level	
targets	we help students work toward 
as they master the MN State Standards. 
These scores roughly predict MCA 
pro iciency.	

National	Normative	Math	(Mean) 
Gr  Fall  Winter  Spring 

2  176.9  186.4  192.1 
3  190.4  198.2  203.4 
4  201.9  208.7  213.5 
5  211.4  217.2  221.4 
6  217.6  222.1  225.3 
7  222.6  226.1  228.6 
8  226.3  229.1  230.9 

PLSAS	District	Level	Targets:	Reading 
Gr Fall Winter Spring 
2 179	 187	 194	
3 191	 198	 201	
4 203	 208	 210	
5 207	 211	 213	
6 212	 216	 217	
7 221	 223	 224	
8 225	 226	 227	

PLSAS	District	Level	Targets:	Math 
Gr  Fall  Winter  Spring 
2  172	 182	 188	
3  189	 197	 202	
4  201	 208	 213	
5  218	 224	 228	
6  224	 229	 232	
7  231	 234	 237	
8  234	 236	 238	
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National	Normative	Reading	(Mean) 
Gr  Fall  Winter  Spring 
2  174.7  184.2  188.7 
3  188.3  195.6  198.6 
4  198.2  203.6  205.9 
5  205.7  209.8  211.8 
6  211.0  214.2  215.8 
7  214.4  216.9  218.2 
8  217.2  219.1  220.1 

http://www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us/
http://www.nwea.org


Students in ISD 719 take the Measures of  
Academic Progress (MAP) reading and math 
tests in grades two through eight. 

 
Why	administer	the	MAP	test? 
The purpose of the test is to assess	student	
performance	in	reading	and	math. During 
this adaptive test, questions are generated 
based on prior responses during that test 
session for each individual student. The 
MAP test is aligned to Minnesota’s State 
Standards, and examples of types of 
questions asked can be found on the Prior 
Lake-Savage website under Academics	>>	
Testing	Information. 

 
What	is	a	RIT	Score?	
Student scores are reported as a RIT (Rasch 
Unit) score and indicate a student’s 
instructional level. The RIT score differs 
from a typical test that provides a 
percentage of items correct. It is also 
different from tests that provide results 
based on a comparison of other grade level 
scores. Instead, the RIT score is an equal 
interval scale that is independent of grade 
level. RIT	scores	allow	teachers	to	
measure	academic	growth	and	pinpoint	
areas	of	focus	for	each	student.	

 
On your student progress report, you will 
not only see your child’s RIT score, but the 
district average RIT score and the average 
RIT for students across the nation (see 
charts on reverse). 

How	is	the	RIT	score	used? 
The RIT score is an estimation of a 
student’s instructional level and helps 
teachers know what students are ready to 
learn. Students’ irst MAP test is a baseline 
and provides a starting point for 
measuring growth. Individual growth is 
tracked for each student. 

 
It is important to understand the MAP test 
is one	test	at	one	point	in	time. MAP 
data is critical for making important 
decisions about students such as lexible 
grouping, the need for intervention, and 
matching lessons to speci ic skill sets.  
 
School staff will consider MAP test results 
along with other data such as classroom 
performance, historical test scores, and 
input from previous teachers when 
making educational decisions. 
 
Growth	over	Time 
We expect RIT scores to increase with 
instruction. In elementary grades, the 
increase in RIT score over the academic  

year may be expected to be 10 RIT points 
or more as students rapidly increase their 
skills in reading and math. In middle 
school, the increase in RIT score slows 
down as students delve more deeply into 
speci ic reading and math concepts. 

At times, RIT scores may decline from one 
test to the next. One	low	test	score	is	not	
cause	for	immediate	concern.	A variety of 
reasons may contribute to a low score 
including a student’s emotions, motivation 
level, and a break in instruction prior to the 

For information related to how the 
test is scored, structured, or 
interpreted, please contact: 
 
Maggie Ekrem 
Data Assessment Coordinator 
mekrem@priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us 
952-226-0078 


