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Months of planning results in two school funding requests  
on Nov. 7 ballot to address PLSAS growth 

 

Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools (PLSAS) has a good problem: it is a popular and growing school 
district. Families have been and continue to move into the district to attend the PLSAS schools, 
which are known for quality teaching staff, great academics and E-STEM opportunities. 
 

Based on extensive analysis of this continued enrollment growth and recommendations from a 
community-based Facilities Task Force, the School Board approved placing two school funding 
requests on the November 7 ballot: 
 

 Question 1: $109.3M in 20-year bonds to add space for the growing enrollment 
 New elementary school 
 Classroom space and other additions and renovations to several elementary and 

both middle schools 
 High school additions and renovations including classrooms, expanded cafeteria, 

increased gym spaces for physical education classes, additional parking lot 
 New Bridges Area Learning Center 

 
 Question 2: Renew and increase operating levy to $924 per student for 10 years to 

fund staff and operations for our growing enrollment 
 Continues existing operating levy that funds current schools and staff 
 Provides additional operating funds needed to hire staff, equip and operate the 

new schools and spaces in Q1 
 

As we put together a facilities plan, we worked with our community to gain a greater 

understanding of what is important to residents. These funding requests address the fact that 

we have a growing district with more students entering our schools over the next ten years. 

Our job is to provide them with space, staff and opportunities to succeed. 

If both requests are approved by voters, the tax impact on a $300,000 home will be less than 
$21.50 per month. 
 



The Board decision was based on a transparent and public planning process that began after a 
failed referendum in May 2016. The School Board and district staff went back to the drawing 
board and listened to the community: 
 

 A 50-member community Facilities Task Force worked with an outside facilitator to analyze 
enrollment and facility data. Some key data points: 

 Since 2000, PLSAS has averaged more than 225 additional students per year. 
 Most of the schools are already at or over capacity. 
 Projections indicate the growth will continue, with more than 2,100 additional K-12 

students anticipated in the next ten years. 
 Based on analysis of the data and the district’s continued growth, the Task Force 

recommended building a new elementary school, adding classroom and other spaces to all 
our schools and finding space for the growing early childhood programs. 

 Their recommendations were shared publicly for the community’s review and feedback 
through input sessions and surveys. The results were sent to the School Board as input for 
the Board’s decision. 

 The School Board had several planning sessions to refine the final school funding proposals 
being put to voters on November 7. 
 

The final Board-approved result reduced the cost of the bond request by nearly $20 million 
from the 2016 request. The tax impact on homeowners was also reduced by nearly $10/month 
on a $300,000 home. 
 
As part of its facilities and financial planning, the School Board has determined that if voters do 
not approve Q1 to provide additional space for the growth, the result will be:  

 Class size increases, K-12 
 Elementary school boundary changes, beginning 2018-19 
 School bus transportation changes, K-12, beginning 2018-19 
 Review potential school start time changes 

 
If Q1 is approved but Q2 is not: 

 The school district would not have the funds needed to operate, staff, equip and run the 
new schools and spaces that would be built with Q1 funds 

 The district would need to hold another election in November 2018 to renew the 
expiring operating levy or lose $6.5 million per year for educating PLSAS students 

 

School district staff will begin developing informational materials and a website to ensure the 
public has the facts needed to make an informed decision on November 7: visit www.priorlake-
savage.k12.mn.us/referendum. In addition, two public information sessions will be held: Tues, 
Oct 10, 7:30 PM at Prior Lake High School and Thurs, Oct 12, 7:00 PM at the District Services 
Center. 
 

http://www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us/referendum
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I look forward to continuing community conversations surrounding this important decision. 

#WeArePLSAS 


