
Learning  - Safety - Support 
On November 2, 2021, Prior Lake-Savage Area 
School (PLSAS) district residents will be asked to 
vote on a Technology Levy funding request for 

our schools. Funds would help provide our 
students and staff with the tools, technology 
infrastructure and support they need to 
maximize classroom learning and enhance 
school safety and security.

What is a Technology Levy?
Technically referred to as a Capital Project Levy for Technology, a Technology 
Levy is a locally approved source of funding dedicated to technology-related 
needs, such as student and staff computers, online curriculum, classroom 
materials, communication tools and security systems.

How is technology used in our schools?
We are proud to be an E-STEM  district, and technology is a key part of how 
our teachers teach and our students learn. Technology allows students to 
learn at their own pace and enables teachers to individualize learning for their 
students. 
• Our teachers use technology to provide innovative lessons in the 

classroom, monitor student learning, keep students engaged in their 
learning and communicate with families. 

• Our students use technology to do research, create presentations, 
document their learning and collaborate with other students.

• Up-to-date technology helps prepare students for their future and is the 
key to ensuring our students have connection to anytime and anywhere 
learning. 

• Technology is also integrated into our school safety and security systems. 
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What is the ballot request?
The request is for a 10-year levy of $3.5 million per year. Technology Levy 
funding would help the district maintain and enhance technology for:

Learning
• Up-to-date devices for all students and staff
• Instructional software and online resources
• Classroom equipment
• Student and family communication 

Safety
• School safety and security systems
• Crisis management

Support
• Staff for technology training, troubleshooting and repairs
• Network infrastructure and operational software

Survey says...
While nearly 90% of our community believes that technology is absolutely 
essential or very important for our students, the majority rate our students’ 
technology opportunities as good, rather than excellent. A Technology Levy 
would enable us to enhance our technology offerings and stay current with 
ever-evolving technology to benefit classroom learning. 

  What is E-STEM?
E-STEM stands for Environmental Education, Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Math. E-STEM is an interdisciplinary approach to instruction and learning 
focused on inquiry and real world problem-solving in the 21st Century. 
Students apply hands-on science, technology, engineering and mathematical 
practices through projects and field experiences related to the environment.
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We are one of the only neighboring and comparable districts without a 
locally approved technology levy, so our schools have less funding for up-
to-date classroom technology and school security systems.

12% no
88% excellent

88% 

11% no
89% excellent

89% 

Parents give our schools high marks!

What if the request is not approved by voters?
The costs of technology equipment and staff would continue to put pressure 
on the general operating budget, competing for dollars required for other 
classroom and school needs. We would be unable to keep up with technology 
updates, resulting in cuts that would impact our ability to provide personalized 
learning experiences for students.
• Fewer devices: We would no longer be able to provide all students with a 

device, limiting their access to updated devices that enhance personalized 
learning and support independent and collaborative work. Staff would 
have increasingly outdated classroom equipment and curriculum. 

• Outdated security equipment: We would struggle to replace aging school 
safety and security equipment or fully implement our crisis management 
plan.

• Limited technology support: Technology support staff would be unable 
to keep up with requests for technology training, support, upkeep and 
troubleshooting. The network infrastructure would become outdated, 
slowing down systems districtwide.

Voting information
Polls will be open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Election Day, Nov. 2. Polling 
locations are based on where you live. Early voting begins September 17 at the 
District Services Center. Call 952-226-0010 with any voting questions or visit 
mnvotes.org.

Tax impact
If approved by voters, the tax impact would be less than $17 per month for the 
average homeowner ($400,000 value home).

Learn more
• Visit: www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us/referendum

• Email: input@priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us 

• Call: 952-226-0814

Believe our 
community 
receives a good 
value from its 
investment in local 
public schools

Rate the 
quality of 
education as 
excellent or 
good

*

*

Information Session
Oct. 12, 7:00 p.m.

Attend in-person or online
4540 Tower Street SE, 

Prior Lake
www.priorlake-

savage.12.mn.us
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Right to Know Act 
The Parents’ Right to Know Act, requiring school districts to inform 
parents and employees about integrated pest management, went 
into effect in May, 2000. Because of health concerns and potential 
property damage, Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools uses licensed 
applicators for the prevention and control of weeds outside, 
and the prevention and control of insects and rodents inside. All 
materials used are registered by the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency and are applied by licensed applicators. 

An estimated pesticide application and pest management schedule 
is available on our district website. Parents/legal guardians of 
students may request to receive, at their expense, prior notification 
of any application of a pest control material should such an 
application be deemed necessary on a day different from the day 
specified in the schedule.

For more information about the location of pest control materials 
in any district building, please contact the Director of Operations at 
952-226-0054.

Indoor Air Quality
The Department of Education and Prior Lake-Savage Area 
Schools have developed and implemented an Indoor Air Quality 
Management Plan that addresses indoor air quality issues 
throughout the district. Walk-throughs and inspections of the 
buildings are performed annually to detect current problems and 
help prevent future problems from occurring. If you have any 
questions or concerns regarding indoor air quality, please contact 
the Director of Operations at 952-226-0054.

Asbestos Notice
The Environmental Protection Agency requires the school district 
annually to notify in writing to parents, guardians and staff about 
the availability of district asbestos management plans. All District 719 
buildings have been inspected for asbestos under the Asbestos Hazard 
Emergency Response Act (AHERA) of 1986. Some asbestos-containing 
building materials were found in each building except Bridges 
Area Learning Center, Edgewood School, Glendale Elementary, 
Hamilton Ridge Elementary, Hidden Oaks Middle School, Jeffers Pond 
Elementary, Prior Lake High School and Redtail Ridge Elementary. 

Asbestos-containing materials are removed if they become 
damaged or prior to any construction and remodeling projects. 
Areas that still have asbestos-containing materials will be inspected 
every six months. If any change or damage is noticed, the Director of 
Operations will be notified immediately and required repairs will be 
made. In addition to periodic surveillance (every six months), buildings 
are reinspected by a certified asbestos inspector every three years.

A management plan has been submitted to the Minnesota 
Department of Education and is available for your inspection. To 
review the plan, contact the Operations Department during regular 
business hours (Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.) at 952-226-
0054. 

Protection and Privacy of Student 
Records
Policy 515 contains information regarding Directory 
Information. In accordance with federal law and state 
statutes, the school board has defined Directory Information 
as listed below.

If you have questions about Directory Information, or should 
parents (or students age 18 or older) NOT want the below 
information released, please contact Chelsea Braudt at 952-
226-0013 or cbraudt@priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us and you 
will be asked to submit a form, which must be completed 
annually by October 1.

Directory Information includes:
• Student’s name and address
• Telephone listing
• Date and place of birth
• Participation in officially recognized activities and sports
• Weight and height of members of athletic teams
• Dates of attendance
• Grade level
• Degrees or awards received
• Previous educational agency or institution attended
• Pictures for school-approved publications, yearbooks, 

electronic newsletters, cable TV or newspapers
• Student pictures, video and artwork on district web 

pages, including district and school social media sites
• Names and pictures of students participating in or 

attending extra-curricular activities, school events, and 
High School League activities or events

Electronic Technologies 
Acceptable Use
Policy 524 contains information regarding Student 
Use of Information Technology. Students are able to 
access the Internet from every classroom. Students are 
expected to follow guidelines for acceptable use of the 
Internet and Student Code of Ethics Using Social Media.

Should parents (or students age 18 or older) NOT want 
the following technologies to be used, please schedule 
an appointment at the District Services Center with 
the MARSS Coordinator, Richelle Lambert at 952-226-
0043 or rlambert@priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us. You 
will be asked to complete a form. This form must be 
completed annually by October 1.

During the school day, for educational purposes, 
students have access to: 
• Internet
• Google Apps for Education
• Chromebooks
• iPad or school-issued tablet

The District Services Center is open Monday – Friday 
from 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. Address: 4540 Tower Street SE, 
Prior Lake MN 55372

Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) affords 
parents and students over 18 certain rights with respect to the 
student’s education records. These rights are:

• The right to inspect and review the student’s education records 
within 45 days of the day the school receives a request for 
access. Parents or eligible students should submit to the school 
principal a written request that identifies the record(s) they wish 
to inspect. The school will make arrangements for access and 
notify the parent or eligible student of the time and place where 
the records may be inspected.

• The right to request the amendment of the student’s education 
records that the parent or eligible student believes are 
inaccurate. Parents or eligible students should contact the school 
principal.

• The right to consent to disclosures of personally identifiable 
information contained in the student’s records. One exception, 
which permits disclosure without consent is disclosure to school 
officials with legitimate interests. 

• The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of 
Education: Family Policy Compliance Office, U.S. Department of 
Education, 400 Maryland Avenue SW, Washington, DC 20202-4605

The district forwards education records, including disciplinary 
records with respect to suspension or expulsion to the school(s) in 
which the child seeks to enroll that requests the records. For more 
information see local school board Policy 515.

Student Surveys
Occasionally the school district utilizes surveys to obtain 
student opinions and information about students. Student 
surveys may be conducted as determined necessary by 
the school district. School board policy 520 addresses the 
administration of student surveys.

A student, staff and parent survey will be administered 
annually each spring by the district. 

Student Surveys Conducted as Part of U. S. Department of 
Education Programs
All instructional materials, including teacher’s manuals, films, 
tapes, or other supplementary material which will be used 
in connection with any survey, analysis, or evaluation as 
part of any program funded in whole or in part by the U.S. 
Department of Education shall be available for inspection 
by the parents or guardians of the students. No student 
shall be required, as part of any program funded in whole 
or in part by the U.S. Department of Education, without the 
prior consent of the student (if the student is an adult or 
emancipated minor) or, in the case of an emancipated minor, 
without the prior written consent of the parent, to submit to 
a survey that reveals information concerning:
1. political affiliations or beliefs of the student or the 

student’s parent;
2. mental and psychological problems of the student or the 

student’s family;
3. sex behavior or attitudes;
4. illegal, antisocial, self-incriminating, or demeaning 

behavior;
5. critical appraisals of other individuals with whom 

respondents have close family relationships;
6. legally recognized privileged or analogous relationships, 

such as those of lawyers, physicians, and ministers;
7. religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student or 

the student’s parent; or 
8. income (other than that required by law to determine 

eligibility for participation in a program or for receiving 
financial assistance under such program).

Student Surveys that are Not Sponsored by a Department of 
Education Program
Parents will be notified in advance of a survey and may 
inspect, on request, a survey, including an evaluation, 
created by a third party before the survey is administered or 
distributed by a school to a student. The notice will include 
information on how parents may gain access to the survey 
prior to its administration.

Information Collection or Disclosure 
This policy does not apply to the collection, disclosure, or 
use of personal information collected from students for the 
exclusive purpose of developing, evaluating, or providing 
educational products or services for, or to, students or 
educational institutions, such as:
1. information collected by teachers to gather students’ 

feedback on the classroom experience;
2. college or other postsecondary education recruitment or 

military;
3. book clubs, magazines, and programs providing access to 

low cost literary products;
4. curriculum and instructional materials used by elementary 

and secondary schools;
5. tests and assessments used by elementary schools and 

secondary schools to provide cognitive, evaluative, 
diagnostic, clinical, aptitude, or achievement information 
about students, or to generate other statistically 
useful data for the purpose of securing such tests and 
assessments and the subsequent analysis and public 
release of the aggregate data from such tests and 
assessments;

6. the sale by students of products or services to raise funds 
for school-related or education-related activities; and

7. student recognition programs

Chemical Use Violation Policy
All students participating in co-curricular activities must 
adhere to the district’s Chemical Use Violation policy. For 
the first violation, a student will lose eligibility to participate 
in their activity for 25% of the number of consecutive 
interscholastic contests in the regular season. For the second 
violation, a student will lose eligibility to participate in their 
activity for 50% of consecutive interscholastic contests on the 
regular season schedule. For the third violation, a student will 
lose eligibility for one calendar year.

Crisis Management Policy
Security and emergency preparedness is vital to the safety 
and well-being of our students, staff and visitors. PLSAS has 
a comprehensive Crisis Management Plan that incorporates 
all four phases of Crisis Management: Prevention/Mitigation, 
Preparedness, Response and Recovery.

PLSAS’ plan was designed with the help of local law enforcement, 
emergency management, and public health officials, along with 
guidance provided by the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. The district is 
committed to continually reevaluating its school safety procedures 
and protocols.

Protection of Pupil Rights 
Amendment
Parents have the right to receive notice and have an 
opportunity to opt a student out of any non-emergency, 
invasive physical exam or screening required as a condition 
of attendance, administered by the school or its agent, and 
not necessary to protect the immediate health and safety of a 
student, except for hearing, vision, or scoliosis screenings, or 
any physical exam or screen permitted under state law.

Parents have the right to receive notice and have an 
opportunity to opt a student out of any activities involving the 
collection, disclosure, or use of personal information obtained 
from students for marketing or to sell or otherwise distribute 
the information to others.

Parents who feel their rights have been violated may file 
a complaint with the Family Policy Compliance Office, 
U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue SW, 
Washington, DC, 20202-5901.

Equal Opportunity
Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools is committed to a policy of 
nondiscrimination. The district will not discriminate in any 
matters concerning staff, students, education programs and 
services, and persons with whom the board does business. 
In compliance with existing federal and state statutes and 
regulations, the district does not discriminate against persons 
on the basis of race, gender, religious beliefs, national origin, 
economic status, age, sexual orientation or disability. 

Questions about this policy or any concerns about 
compliance related to student or employee issues should 
be directed to Human Rights Officer, Jim Quiram, Executive 
Director of Human Resources, Prior Lake-Savage Area 
Schools, 4540 Tower St. SE, Prior Lake, MN 55372.



Special Education, 504 Plan, 
English Language Learners 
Students with an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) or 504 
plan may be eligible for accommodations. Please contact 
your child’s case manager or classroom teacher for more 
information. 

Title I Notification
Title I services are offered in Glendale and Five Hawks. 
Parents at these schools have the right to access information 
regarding the professional qualifications of their child’s 
classroom teachers, including: 

1. whether the teacher is licensed for the grades and 
subjects assigned; 

2. whether the teacher is teaching with a waiver; 
3. the academic preparation of the teacher; and 
4. whether the child is provided services by a 

paraprofessional and his/her qualifications. 

If you would like to request information about your child’s 
teacher(s) or paraprofessional(s), please contact the principal 
at your child’s school.

Access to State Report Cards
The state’s reporting system on school districts provides 
parents access to report cards on the district and each of the 
schools. Go to: https://rc.education.mn.gov to access the 
report for your child’s school. 

Access to Students and Student 
Records by Custodial and 
Non-Custodial Parents
School District policy 515 is in place to ensure the safety 
of the students in the district and to provide guidance to 
district staff regarding the legal custody and access rights of 
custodial* and non-custodial parents. 
     
Regarding access to educational records, both custodial and 
non-custodial parents are presumed to have the right to 
access or to control access to a child’s educational records 
and the right to be informed by school officials about their 
children’s welfare, educational progress and status. Custodial 
and non-custodial parents have equal right to inspect and 
challenge the accuracy of their child’s educational records. 
The fact that the parents are divorced or legally separated 
does not alter these rights unless the school district has 
been presented with a court order or other legally binding 
document terminating the parental rights of the non-custodial 
parent or denying the non-custodial parent a specific right in 
a written order.
     
If a custodial parent wishes to limit the non-custodial parent’s 
access to a student’s educational records, he or she must 
obtain and present to the school a legally binding document 
which prevents the release of such information. A copy of the 
written order must be provided to school officials before the 
school district will limit a parent’s right of access.
     
All parents, whether custodial or non-custodial, may visit a 
student at school or remove a student from school, provided 
the parent complies with the district’s visitor’s policy and 
does not disrupt the student’s program of education. Both 
custodial and non-custodial parents also have the right to 
attend school events designated for parents as well as parent-
teacher conferences, although the district is not required to 
hold a separate conference for each parent.
     
*For district purposes, a “custodial parent” is defined as 
the parent who has physical custody of the child. A “non-
custodial parent” means a parent who does not have physical 
custody of a child at the time the right as a parent is asserted. 
Non-custodial parents can have joint legal custody of their 
children.

Title IX Compliance
Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools complies with the 
requirements of the Title IX of the Education Amendments 
of 1972 and does not discriminate on the basis of sex 
in education programs or activities or in employment. 
Board policy 522 (non-discrimination policy) and 506 
(student discipline policy) are policies aimed at preventing 
discrimination. 

Complaints or questions may be directed to Jim Quiram, Title 
IX Coordinator for the district at 952-226-0021. Complaints 
may also be filed with the Office for Civil Rights in Chicago, 
Illinois: 312-866-8434.

Child Nutrition Services
Child Nutrition Services provides students with nutritious, high 
quality meals that promote good physical and mental development. 
We focus on serving local foods, many cooked from scratch, with 
cleaner labels for our students.

We offer a variety of nutritional meal choices consisting of at least 
two hot meal offerings and one cold option. A la carte items are 
offered in grades 6-12 only.

PLSAS is pleased to offer all students, PreK-8 and students enrolled 
at Bridges Area Learning Center a free breakfast and lunch meal 
at school, regardless of income eligibility. Students will only be 
charged if they purchase a milk, a side item or a second entrée or 
meal. 

Prior Lake High School is not part of the National School Lunch 
Program. This allows us to have greater flexibility while providing a 
healthy, full menu of breakfast and lunch options at a fair price for 
families. We will also continue serving traditional items from the 
Lakehouse Café. Meal prices for 2021-2022 will remain the same as 
2019-2020. PLHS students are still eligible to apply for free/reduced 
price meals.

Free/Reduced Price Meals
Do you think you may qualify for free and reduced-price meals? 
You may not think of applying since meals are currently free for 
PreK-8 students, but we need to ask a favor: please do! Your 
application generates revenue for other programs in our schools 
related to classroom curriculum.  Electronic applications can be 
found in SchoolCafé or a hard copy application can be found on 
our department web page. Applications must be filled out for each 
school year the assistance is needed. For questions please call Linda 
Roach, Child Nutrition Specialist at 952-226-0009.
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High School Breakfast Prices
Breakfast: $1.80
Second breakfast, grades K-12:  $2.25

High School Lunch Prices
Lunch: $3.25
Second Lunch: $3.85

Adult Meal: $3.85
Milk: $.45
Second entrée, grades K-8: $1.80
Second entrée, high school: $2.50
Second Lunch, Grades K-12:  $3.85

Laker Online
Free curbside meals will be available for students learning 
from home, more details to come.

Transportation
School district policies have established walking distances of 1 mile 
for grades K-5 and 1 1/2 miles for grades 6-12. The transportation 
department reviews hazardous areas on an ongoing basis and makes 
adjustments as needed. 

Bus behavior rules are posted on each bus and are expected to be 
followed by all students riding the bus. Failure to abide by the bus 
rules and regulations may result in denial of the student’s bus riding 
privilege. At this time, face coverings are required for students, staff 
and drivers on all district-provided transportation. This is a CDC 
requirement, regardless of vaccination status. 

Bus schedules, including pick-up and drop-off times and Bus 
schedules, including pick-up and drop-off times and locations, will 
be posted in Infinite Campus on August 25. Parents and guardians 
are able to access transportation information on Infinite Campus 
using personal login and password codes. Please be sure to check 
this information again right before school starts as times can 
change due to routing adjustments.

The complete Student Transportation Safety Policy (709) is available 
in each school office and also on the district’s website. For questions, 
please contact the transportation office at 952-226-0050.

Health Services 
Health Services is staffed by Licensed School Nurses and Health 
Support Personnel. Health support staff are available during student 
hours in each school. Health support staff include RNs, LPNs and 
unlicensed staff who are trained in First Aid and CPR. Licensed 
School Nurses assess the health needs of students; develop 
appropriate health, emergency, and communicable disease plans; 
and make appropriate referrals with follow-up.
 
The district adheres to a “No Shot (or proof of exemption), No 
School” policy. This means that all students must meet the state 
immunization requirements. For more information, contact your 
student’s health office or refer to your school’s Student Handbook.

More information can be found at www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us 
or through the health office at your child’s school.

Minnesota Comprehensive 
Assessments 
The Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments (MCAs) and 
alternate assessment, Minnesota Test of Academic Skills 
(MTAS), are the statewide tests that help districts measure 
student progress toward Minnesota’s academic standards 
and meet the requirements of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act (ESEA). They are given every year 
to measure student performance against the Minnesota 
Academic Standards that specify what students in a 
particular grade should know and do.

The MCA is given each year in grades 3-8 in math and 
reading, grade 10 in reading, and grade 11 in math. Grades 
3, 8 and 10 also take the MCA in science. To refuse testing, 
families can send a signed note or email to their child’s 
principal, or they can return a form which can be found 
on the district website: https://www.priorlake-savage.k12.
mn.us/academics/teaching-and-learning/assessments

More information about Minnesota’s testing program can be 
found at the following website: www.education.state.mn.us

Federal Accountability
The Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) was 
reauthorized in 2015 by the Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA). The new law builds on key areas of progress in 
recent years, made possible by the efforts of educators, 
communities, parents, and students across the country.

As part of the transition from No Child Left Behind 
(NCLB), each state submitted a state plan. The Minnesota 
Department of Education submitted the state Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) plan to the U.S. Department 
of Education (USDE), and it was approved in January, 
2018. Minnesota’s ESSA plan compliments the state’s 
accountability law, World’s Best Workforce. The plan 
outlines Minnesota’s new school accountability and support 
structure, the North Star Excellence and Equity System. This 
system is designed to promote academic excellence and 
equity. Under this system, schools may be designated for 
support if accountability indicators related to achievement, 
attendance, and/or graduation rates meet specific 
thresholds.

FastBridge Learning
The FastBridge Learning (FBL) assessments are given in 
grades K-8 and in selected classes in high school. The use of 
FBL assessments is in alignment with our District Strategic 
Directions to:

1. Reduce the amount of time which students spend in
    testing; FBL assessments are each 25 minutes long.
2. Ensure that we have accurate information about all of
    our students; FBL assessments are used from 
    Kindergarten through 8th grade.
3. Make assessment results easy for teachers to access and
    use to inform their teaching; FBL results show teachers
    exactly which skills students are proficient or need 
    support in.
4. Provide a Social-Emotional (SEL) screener; students and
    teachers get feedback about social, emotional, and
    academic behavior.

In addition to the administration of the state MCA III tests 
in reading and math which are intended to give feedback 
about school and district performance, FBL assessments 
provide individualized information about student skill 
mastery.

Students are assessed in reading and math three times a 
year, and take a social-emotional screener at least twice. 
Teachers may use short, one-minute aspects of the reading 
and math assessments more frequently throughout the year 
to gauge student progress.

FBL assessments in reading and math are computer adaptive 
and provide results that show individual student skills and 
growth in a subject. Questions are generated based on the 
previous question’s response. As a result, the test is truly 
individualized. FBL assesses skills which are necessary to 
access the content of Minnesota’s Academic Standards.

Students’ growth is measured using a scaled score divided 
into learning levels. This helps teachers know whether a 
student is making progress and is on track toward grade-
level expectations. Growth charts show growth within a 
school year and over subsequent years. A national and local 
percentile rank is also assigned to each student.

Student scores are available in the Parent Portal. The 
ultimate goal is to improve student learning no matter the 
student’s level of performance.
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About this Newsletter
For questions or comments regarding Laker Connections, 
contact Kristi Mussman, Director of Communications, 
kmussman@priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us or 
952-226-0014

Are you new to the district? 
Welcome to Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools! 
If you have school-age children, you can 
enroll them online at www.priorlake-savage.
k12.mn.us/enroll or visit the District Services 
Center, 4540 Tower Street SE in Prior Lake. 

For more information, call 952-226-0000. We 
look forward to welcoming your child into our 
school district as a Laker!

Our mission is to educate all learners to reach 
their full potential as contributing and productive 
members of our ever-changing global community.

The stock we are 
printing on contains 
10% PCW

Connect with us
To get news, photos, events and more, “Like” 
us on Facebook and/or follow us on Twitter and 
Instagram. 

facebook.com/PLSAS
twitter.com/isd719
instagram.com/isd719

2021 Board of Education
Chair
Stacey Ruelle 
Vice-Chair/Clerk   
Michael Nelson
Treasurer 
Jonathan Drewes
Directors
Julie Bernick
Amy Crosby
Mary Frantz
Enrique Velázquez
Superintendent
Dr. Teri Staloch
Student Representative
Bella Drewes

Student information update 
We are gearing up for a successful start to the school 
year! Part of that planned success depends on great 
communication and we need your help to make that 
happen.

We are asking all parents of current students to 
complete the Annual Update in Infinite Campus for 
each child before the first day of school. 

This update will only take about 5-10 minutes. If your child has not yet attended 
school at PLSAS, you do not need to complete this update.

It is important to update or confirm your information so we can communicate 
with you about important events including emergencies and school closures.

To start, visit our website at www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us and login to Infinite 
Campus in the Parent portal. Then click on “More,” then “Online Registration” and 
follow the prompts.

For assistance, contact Lynn Wieczorek at 952-226-0062 or 
lwieczorek@priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us 

time to 
UPDATE

Free activity passes for residents 55+
Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools is pleased to offer free 
activity passes to residents in the community age 55 and 
older to attend most home events. Passes for the 2021-22 
school year can be picked up at the District Services Center, 4540 Tower Street SE, 
Prior Lake, Monday through Friday, between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. Call 952-226-0000 
for more details.

Administration Announcements

Jeff Marshall
Activities Director

Sam Ouk
Director of Equity & Inclusion

Emily Rosengren
Assistant Principal, PLHS

We’re back! Join us in Prior Lake High School’s new Activity Center for Fall Community 
Fest. More than 200 exhibitors will be present to provide information on the services 
and opportunities they offer the Prior Lake-Savage Area community. Learn more 
about school activities, adult service clubs and organizations as well as youth sports, 
and become more familiar with the variety of businesses located in the community. 
Many giveaways make for a fun, enjoyable evening for the whole family.

Fall Community Fest
Monday, September 20, 6-8:30 p.m.
Prior Lake High School

School choices in Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools
Minnesota was the first state in the nation to offer parents and learners a chance to seek the 
public school that best fits the needs and interests of the individual. The following enrollment 
and program options are available in Minnesota and Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools.

Open Enrollment
PLSAS welcomes non-resident students through Minnesota’s Open Enrollment program. 
The decision to open or limit enrollment to families living outside the district boundaries 
is made on a year-to-year basis. State statute is reviewed along with student enrollment 
numbers and building capacity levels in the decision-making process. According to school 
district policy 509 and Minnesota Statute 124D.03, subd. 6.: school boards may set 
capacities for how many students may be served by a site and therefore can close a school 
to open enrollment.

For the 2021-22 school year, non-resident families are allowed to apply for open 
enrollment at any point during the school year. Applications will be approved based on 
Open Enrollment availability in each grade. For more information, including our open 
enrollment form, please visit www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us/enroll or call 952-226-0077.

SAGE Academy (School for the Advancement of Gifted Education)
SAGE Academy at WestWood Elementary is a full-time gifted program offered to qualified 
students in grades 3-5. SAGE teachers are well-versed in differentiation and curriculum 
modification for high-ability learners. For enrollment information call 952-226-0400. The 
district also provides differentiated instruction for elementary learners and advanced 
course options at the secondary level to meet students’ academic needs.

La ola del lago at Grainwood, Spanish Immersion
La ola del lago at Grainwood is the district’s full-day elementary Spanish Immersion program. 
The goal of language immersion is for students to become proficient in the target language 
and increase cultural and global awareness. Call 952-226-0300 for more information.

Bridges Area Learning Center
Bridges is a program for students in grades 9-12 that offers personalized curriculum, small class 
sizes and unique instructional approaches. Bridges is designed to reach all learners, especially 
those who struggle in traditional schools. For enrollment information call 952-226-0840. 

Alternative Learning
This program is designed to encourage learners, who are having difficulty in school or who have 
dropped out of school, to complete their high school credits in alternative settings. Qualifying 
students may attend another traditional high school inside or outside their district, an Area 
Learning Center, an alternative school or program, or a non-public, nonsectarian school that has 
contracted with a district to provide educational services.

Post-Secondary Enrollment Options
This option allows high school students to attend (full or part-time) a technical college, a 
community college, a private liberal arts college or any of the state universities for high 
school credit. Students must meet the requirements of that post-secondary institution. 
Students should work with their high school counselor to ensure that courses taken will 
meet graduation requirements.

Minnesota Center for Advanced Professional Studies (MNCAPS)
At MNCAPS, students are fully immersed in a professional culture, solving real-world 
problems, using industry standard tools and are mentored by actual employers, all while 
receiving high school and college credit. Students meet for half the day at MNCAPS in 
Lakeville where they receive hands-on learning experiences in the business and healthcare 
fields. Visit www.mncaps.org for more details. 

Online Classes 
Families seeking online learning can find more information about Laker Online (K-12) 
on the PLSAS website. High school students seeking online classes from providers other 
than Laker Online are advised to meet with their counselor prior to enrolling in online 
classes to assure that credit can be transferred and that the course meets PLHS graduation 
requirements. The following are among the online program options: 

• Laker Online (grades K-12)
• IQ Academy MN (www.iqacademymn.org)
• MN Online High School (www.mnohs.org)
• MN Virtual High School (mnvhs.org)

Education Programs for Minor Parents and Pregnant Minors
These programs are designed to ensure that teens, who are parents or pregnant, complete their 
high school education. For more information, contact Community Education at 952-226-0080. 

Services for Students who are Homeless or Living in a Shelter
Students may qualify for services under the McKinney Vento Act. Transportation costs will 
be reimbursed for qualifying low-income families whose children are participating in Open 
Enrollment and Post-Secondary Enrollment Options. For information about the McKinney 
Vento Act, call 952-226-0070. 

Diploma Opportunities for Adults
Individuals aged 21 or older who have not completed high school may earn their diplomas. 
Qualifying persons have up to two years of free state aid to finish their requirements. Many 
of the same programs available under High School Graduation Incentives are available to 
adults. For more information, contact Community Education: 952-226-0310.

Join our Team
Many job openings available in vital positions

www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us/apply

Join us online! 
Join Superintendent, Dr. Teri Staloch, for this 
virtual event designed to keep community 
members in-the-know on the latest happenings in 
Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools.

State of the Schools 
September 22, 7 p.m.

Virtual Event: 
www.priorlake-
savage.12.mn.us


