
With 2019 now well 
underway, Prior Lake-
Savage Area Schools (PLSAS) 
has much to be thankful for 
with new construction that 
is in full force throughout 
the district, adding much 
needed learning spaces for 
students of all ages. 

This is of course thanks to 
voter approval of PLSAS’ 
two school funding requests 
in 2017. Since that time, 

teams of staff, parents and community members have 
been working hard researching and providing input to 
create exciting learning spaces across the district. 

Here is a sampling of what has been accomplished, 
along with projects underway:

• Glendale Elementary received additional space for 
Special Education classrooms.

• Five Hawks Elementary kindergarten and Special 
Education spaces were renovated. 

• WestWood Elementary and Edgewood School 
remodeling is underway with the highlight being a 
new kitchen and cafeteria/commons area that will 
connect the two schools to serve students in both 
buildings.

• Redtail Ridge and Jeffers Pond Elementary will each 
receive two additional kindergarten classrooms.

• At Prior Lake High School, two, three-story 
classroom additions are being constructed. In 
addition, we are constructing a new space for 
Industrial Technology classes.

• PLHS will continue construction with additional 
classrooms, a new north entrance, kitchen and 
cafeteria expansion, a four-court activity center and 
increased parking.

• The new Bridges Area Learning Center will open on 
the Twin Oaks Middle School site in the fall of 2019. 
This building will be able to serve approximately 
135 students and will feature classrooms and 
flexible learning spaces along with a kitchen and 
cafeteria; something Bridges students do not have 
in the strip mall space that currently is home to the 
ALC.

• The new elementary school will open in the fall of 
2020 in the Big Sky Estates development in Savage. 

For more information on our additional construction 
projects and timelines you can view a comprehensive 
schedule at www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us/
construction or follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

We are off to a great start 
in 2019, poised for more 

space for students and 
even greater opportunities 
for collaboration and 
personalized learning. 

Thank you for your continued 
support of PLSAS! 
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K-5 attendance boundaries to change in 2020-21 
In preparation for the opening of our new elementary school in Savage in 2020, PLSAS will be 
changing K-5 attendance boundaries for all of our elementary schools. 

New elementary attendance boundaries will help 
ensure we have adequate instructional and co-curricular 
space throughout our district for our growing student 
population.

The process will include feedback from an Input Team, 
comprised of parents and staff, to study options for School 
Board consideration and action. A Public Information 
Session will be held March 18, 6:30-8 p.m. at Prior Lake 
High School. The final options will be forwarded to the 
School Board in April. The new boundaries will take effect 
with the start of the 2020-2021 school year.

More details regarding the process will be communicated via email and the PLSAS website. 

New elementary school designs taking shape

A team of staff, parents and community members have been working hard researching and 
providing input to create exciting learning spaces for the new elementary school and now those 
ideas are taking shape. 

The K-5 school will be built in the Big Sky Estates development in Savage and will include classroom 
and common learning spaces throughout the building to provide flexible and personalized learning 
opportunities. Students will also have access to outdoor learning spaces to enhance hands-on 
learning opportunities. The school will open in 2020. 

The School Board continues to study naming options for the new building. More than 100 name 
ideas were submitted from community members. For the athletic fields, the Board has approved 
the name William G. Pearson, Jr. Athletic Fields in honor of the previous owner of Prior Lake 
Aggregates who passed away in August, 2017. The Board will make a final decision on a name for 
the new elementary school no later than March. 

Exterior and interior architectural renderings have been developed for the new elementary school that will open in Savage 
in 2020

Public Information Session 
Elementary Attendance 
Boundary Changes 
March 18, 6:30-8 p.m.
Prior Lake High School
7575 150th St. West, Savage
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Rachel Borgen
Five Hawks Elementary

Alicia Dunning
Twin Oaks Middle School

Jessica Erickson
WestWood Elementary

Carolina Geissler
La ola del lago

Jackie Giesinger
Jeffers Pond Elementary

Erin Hester
Hidden Oaks Middle School

Candi Jenkins
Bridges Area Learning Center

Michelle Jensen
Glendale Elementary

Molly Kalina
Redtail Ridge Elementary
(MN Teacher of the Year nominee)

Janean Mestnik
Prior Lake High School

Kristi Tsahalis 
Edgewood School

Jaime Worm
Grainwood Elementary

Congratulations Teachers of the Year
In each of the district’s buildings, an exemplary teacher was chosen 
by staff to represent the quality and contributions of all PLSAS 
educators. This year’s honorees are: 

School Board members take Oath of Office
Newly elected School Board members recently took the Oath of Office January 14. 
Congratulations to re-elected Board member, Stacey Ruelle and newly elected Board 
members Michael Nelson, Jonathan Drewes and Enrique Velázquez.

Also in January, Lee Shimek was elected Chair, Stacey Ruelle was elected Vice Chair/
Clerk and Jonathan Drewes was elected Treasurer.

Newly elected School Board members Stacey Ruelle, Michael Nelson and Jonathan Drewes take the oath 
of office (Enrique Velázquez not pictured)

Prior Lake High School students create custom 
learning tools for elementary students 
Fab Lab students at PLHS are creating custom learning tools for elementary students 
with communication or visual impairments.  

The Fab Lab is a small-scale fabrication laboratory allowing students to create almost 
anything using some of the same technology and equipment found in Minnesota 
businesses and used by today’s work force. 

This year, Speech-Language Pathologist, Kathy Castor teamed up with Fab Lab 
teachers John Maresh and Jennifer Reinhardt; Teacher of the Physically Impaired, 
Ginny Running and Physical Therapist, Todd Loechler to brainstorm ways students 
could be active participants in creating assistive technology tools to support 
elementary students with communication or visual impairments. The idea was 
sparked by a real need Castor identified for students but which could not be solved 
with products currently on the market.

From there, Fab Lab students worked collaboratively in small business teams, 
brainstormed ideas, developed marketing plans and created prototypes. 

Groups could choose to create an object-based, eye-gaze board, which allows 
students to communicate their wants and needs using their eyes. Staff place real or 
symbolic 3D objects representing items or activities (e.g., ball, bubbles, or a snack 
item) in compartments in the board and students “point” at the object with their 
eyes to make a choice. 

Groups also had the option of making an object-based visual schedule that helps 
students understand what events will take place during the day. Groups could also 
choose to create the 3D objects to be used with the visual schedule or eye-gaze 
board, or tangible objects for students to hold during a story which helps them 
connect to a narrative.

Students displayed their creations during an Innovation Showcase. The staff 
anticipates many of these items will be used by students in the near future. 

PLHS Fab Lab students: Stephanie Narine, Claire Palmer, Maria Braun and Owen Hammerstrom
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/ E-STEM SCHOOLS/

 

www.priorlakesavagece.com
952-226-0080

Spring and summer course registration is now open. Register 
online at www.priorlakesavagece.com or call 952-226-0080.

Welcome

Jim Quiram
Exec. Dir. of HR

PLSAS welcomes Jim Quiram as the new Executive 
Director of Human Resources.

Jim most recently served as the Executive Director 
of Administrative Services in Albert Lea Area Schools 
where he led the Human Resources and Technology 
departments. He has also served as an Assistant Principal 
and a Biology Teacher at Albert Lea High School, and 
has performed duties as Lieutenant Colonel in Medical 
Administration in the Minnesota Air National Guard.  

Congratulations

Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools earns financial 
reporting award
PLSAS has again earned the Certificate of Excellence in Financial Reporting award 
from the Association of School Business Officials (ASBO) International. 

According to ASBO, Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools earned the Certificate after 
providing a high-quality Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for the fiscal year 
end 2018. According to ASBO, this award represents a significant achievement 
and reflects our commitment to transparency and high-quality financial reporting. 
Attainment of the Certificate signifies that the district has met the level of 
excellence required by ASBO, and is a testament to the integrity and technical 
competence of the PLSAS business staff. 

School Board approves Strategic Plan adjustments

Circle of Friends Preschool
Do you have a 3 or 4 year old who’s ready for preschool? Circle of 
Friends Preschool is accepting applications for the 2019-2020 school 
year! Registration can be completed online at 
www.priorlake-savage.feepay.com. 

Come to our Tour & Talk on March 13th at 10 a.m. at Edgewood School 
to learn more about our program. Visit our preschool webpage at 
www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us and click on “Our Schools.”

Early Childhood Family Education 
Early Childhood Family Education (ECFE) is the first connection between 
families and the school district. View ECFE classes at 
www.priorlake-savage.feepay.com. 

Early Childhood Screening
Early Childhood Screening is a free and simple check of how your child 
is growing and developing. Make an appointment as soon as your child 
reaches 3 years 2 months: 952-226-0975.

Congratulations to the Minnesota Center for Advanced Professional Studies 
program on receiving the Willis E. Branning Excellence in Youth Employment 
Services Award for Scott County, and to Ken Klamm on being named the 2018 Class 
AA Boys Track & Field Coach of the Year.

Thanks to input from more than 125 school and community members, the School 
Board approved adjustments to the most important document in Prior Lake-
Savage Area Schools: our Strategic Plan. 

Students, parents, staff and community members worked to describe the 
experiences they would like to have in our schools in the coming years. These 
descriptions were ultimately used to make adjustments to our district goals.

The following Strategic Directions are goals that guide educational programs, 
services and applied resources that will be implemented July 1, 2019:
1. Increase measurable student learning and reduce achievement gaps as we 

provide equitable student opportunities through personalized learning and 
student engagement.

2. Continue fiscal accountability through operational excellence and the 
alignment of human, financial and physical resources to district goals.

3. Expand innovation to improve the learner experience.
4. Integrate E-STEM focus across the district.
5. Provide a safe, secure and supportive environment that nurtures the social 

and emotional well-being of all learners.
6. Engage students, parents, families and community to strengthen a culture of 

respect and inclusion.

In the meantime, we will continue to make progress on our current strategic 
directions so that all learners can reach their full potential as contributing and 
productive members of our ever-changing global community.



Middle and high school students serving on the 
Students Working to Advance Technology (SWAT) team 
took center stage at the Minnesota School Boards 
Association’s annual conference. 

Attendees were able to meet and interact with the 
technology team as part of the School Excellence 
Showcase at the conference. Students explained ways 
they support others in their school and demonstrated 
some of the technology used in PLSAS classrooms.

LMF

Student tech team showcased at 
state conference

2019 Board of Education
Chair
Lee Shimek 
Vice-Chair/Clerk   
Stacey Ruelle
Treasurer 
Jonathan Drewes
Directors
Melissa Enger
Mary Frantz
Michael Nelson
Enrique Velázquez
Superintendent
Dr. Teri Staloch
Student Representative
Charlotte Huntington

About this newsletter
For questions or comments regarding Laker Connections, 
contact Kristi Mussman, Director of Communications, 
kmussman@priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us or 
952-226-0014

Our mission is to educate all learners to reach 
their full potential as contributing and productive 
members of our ever-changing global community.

The stock we are 
printing on contains 
10% PCW
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Are you new to the district? 
Welcome to Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools! 
If you have school-age children, you can 
enroll them online at www.priorlake-savage.
k12.mn.us/enroll or visit the District Services 
Center, 4540 Tower Street SE in Prior Lake. 

For more information, call 952-226-0000. We 
look forward to welcoming your child into our 
school district as a Laker!
Connect with us
To get news, photos, events and more, “like” us 
on Facebook and/or follow us on Twitter and 
Instagram. 

facebook.com/PLSAS
twitter.com/isd719
instagram.com/isd719

Online enrollment is open now for new students 
Online enrollment is now open for all new students, including incoming 2019/20 kindergarten 
students. Visit the district’s enrollment page to begin the student registration process at 
www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us/enroll

To help prepare for online enrollment, please have your child’s most recent immunization record 
ready to upload, along with your student’s birth certificate or passport.

For the 2019/20 school year, paper enrollment forms will not be available. Enrollment will only be 
available online or by visiting the District Services Center (DSC), 4540 Tower Street SE, Prior Lake, 
between 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday.

The DSC will be open extended hours on the following nights to provide support to families who may 
not have access to a computer at work or home for online enrollment. Our staff will be on hand to 
provide computers and assistance from 4-7 p.m. on February 26, March 26, April 30, and 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. on May 18. 

The PLHS Wind Ensemble was selected to perform 
during the Minnesota Inauguration pre-program on 
January 7 at the Fitzgerald Theater in St. Paul. The 
ensemble played on stage during the Procession of 
Educators before the Inauguration of Tim Walz, Peggy 
Flanagan, Keith Ellison, Steve Simon and Julie Blaha.

The PLHS Percussion Ensemble was selected to 
perform at the Minnesota Music Educators Association 
Midwinter Clinic at the Minneapolis Convention Center 
on February 14. The Percussion Ensemble, instructed by 
Justin Schramm and Keith Koehlmoos, is the first PLHS 
group to be a featured performer at a state-level music 
conference in more than 15 years.

Brad Paisley, headliner July 13Steve Miller Band, headliner July 12

Prior Lake Rotary’s Lakefront Music Fest is July 12-13 at Lakefront Park in Prior Lake. Two nights 
of music for $60! Tickets purchased from the Laker Athletic Booster Club, Patrons of the Arts & 
Activities and all elementary and early childhood parent volunteer groups benefit students in Prior 
Lake-Savage Area Schools. Tickets are on sale now. 

Tickets on sale for Lakefront Music Fest, July 12-13

Buy tickets online: www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us/LFMF19

Prior Lake High School bands 
earn statewide recognition

Thressa Schultz
“Para Todos (For All)”

Thressa Schultz
“#WickedFanArt”

Calvin Sund
Vase Series

Quinn Ruzicka
“Oh Brother”

Three Prior Lake High School students earn art awards
Prior Lake High School students Thressa Schultz, Calvin Sund and Quinn Ruzicka received awards at 
the South Suburban Conference Art Exhibit, which ran from December 1, 2018 to January 8, 2019.

Schultz earned the Normandale Award of Excellence; the exhibit’s highest award. Her piece, titled 
“Para Todos (For All)” will be showcased on the post card for next year’s exhibit. Sund earned the 
Teacher Choice Award; the exhibit’s second-highest award, for his piece titled “Portrait Series.”

In addition, Sund was one of five contestants who earned an Award 
of Excellence for his vase series, while Schultz and Ruzicka each took 
home one of five Awards of Achievement; Schultz for her piece titled 
“#WickedFanArt” and Ruzicka for her piece titled “Oh Brother.”

Glendale fifth graders spent part of Valentine’s Day 
spreading kindness by filling more than 1,000 care 
packages for the homeless. “The Sandwich Man,” 
Allan Law, distributed the packages to the homeless in 
Minneapolis. 

Elementary students spread 
kindness


