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After months of planning, the School Board has voted to accept the community Task Force’s 
facilities recommendations as input to provide more space for our growing student population. 
 

The Task Force presented its recommendations Monday night, expressing the district’s need for 
a long-term facilities solution due to recent projections that indicate an additional 2,165 students 
are expected in our schools over the next 10 years. That is more than the total combined 
enrollment of Glendale, Five Hawks, Jeffers Pond and Grainwood.  
 

To provide adequate classroom space for our students into the future, an additional 93 
classrooms are needed throughout the district. In addition, classrooms for Special Education, 
Bridges Area Learning Center and gyms for physical education are also needed, as well as core 
spaces such as kitchens, cafeterias and conference rooms.  
 

As a result, the School Board directed administration to work with a Design Team to refine and 
develop the Task Force’s recommendations for future Board consideration. This means that 
over the next few months, the Design Team and the Board will take a deeper look at the Task 
Force’s facilities concepts and provide greater detail in order to help the Board make some 
decisions surrounding a November referendum request. 
 

The 10-year facilities recommendations include choosing one of two elementary options: 
 

 A “Centralized” 4-year old pre-k program at Edgewood School, with additions to existing 
K-5 schools for kitchen/cafeteria, gym space, kindergarten rooms and Special 
Education, as well as building a new elementary school. The project estimates for this 
option are approximately $46-51 million. Under this option, the district would still 
consider offering its popular nature-based preschool option, where space is available. 

Or 
 A “Neighborhood” 4-year old pre-k program housed in our neighborhood elementary 

schools, along with additions at each elementary for 2 pre-k 4-year old rooms, additions 
to existing K-5 schools for kitchen/cafeteria, gym space, kindergarten rooms and Special 
Education, integrating the upper level of Edgewood with WestWood, as well as building 
a new elementary school. The project estimates for this option are approximately $49-54 
million. 

In addition to choosing and studying elementary options, the Board will further refine the Task 
Force’s recommendation to alleviate crowding for grades 6-12 as well. A single option was 
presented to the Board after the Task Force vetted other options they felt were too costly or 
didn’t adequately fulfill our space needs. 



The secondary facilities recommendation includes adding classrooms onto our existing middle 
schools and high school, as well as expanding core spaces. Parking lots would also be updated 
to improve traffic flow and fulfill city requirements. The project estimates for this option are 
approximately $79-87 million. 
The Board and administration will also now begin the work of determining operating 
expenditures to run our schools and building additions. The district’s current operating levy is 
set to expire in 2018. The Board will also study the district’s technology and building security 
needs, and discuss ways the community can provide input prior to the Board determining what 
will be on the ballot this November. 
 

For a complete list of updates surrounding facilities and enrollment, including more details 
surrounding the Task Force recommendations accepted by the School Board, please visit our 
website: www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us/growth.   
 

I would like to thank all of our Facilities Task Force members for their months of hard work. This 
was a comprehensive process with a very engaged group of community stakeholders who now 
have a deeper understanding of the facilities and operations needed to educate our students.  
 

Throughout the summer we will continue to keep the community up-to-date with the latest 
details surrounding our space needs as the Board determines the next steps towards a 
November referendum request.   
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