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Environmental Science students from Prior Lake High 
School (PLHS) visited fifth graders at Glendale Elementary 
to share children’s books they wrote and illustrated, 
about endangered species. 

Prior to their visit, the high school students went to the 
Minnesota Zoo for a behind-the-scenes tour where they 
learned about a variety of endangered species. They 
chose an animal to research and compiled their findings 
into a children’s book with illustrations or photographs.

At Glendale, PLHS students each read their book to 
a group of fifth graders who took notes and asked 
questions. The fifth graders’ task was to find out five facts 
about the endangered species presented. 

The books were gifted to Glendale, so students can 
continue to read and learn about endangered species 
while remembering their special visit from the high 
school students.

PLHS students read self-authored 
books to elementary students

Anna Gordon reads “Ollie the Otter” to fifth graders Kealey Sillman, 
CeCe Albrecht, Allie Cammerrer and Maci Derks

If you’re like me, you get asked to 
participate in a variety of surveys on 
a fairly regular basis. While they take 
time to complete, I know the feedback 
is of great importance to those 
conducting the survey. School districts 
are no different. In order for us to 
fulfill our mission, we need to gather 
multiple perspectives and then use the 
data to continually improve. 

Recently we conducted our second 
annual parent, staff and student 

surveys where we collected feedback in an effort to measure 
progress on our mission "to educate all learners to reach their 
full potential as contributing and productive members of our ever-
changing global community."

We also learned that while our schools are safe, recent national 
tragedies have placed school safety at the forefront of many 
people’s minds, including safety protocols in their own schools. As 
a result, we are researching adding a visitor management system 
that tracks and screens all visitors entering a building. We are also 
exploring lockdown best practices and will be making some changes 
to our protocols. We will ensure training and communication for 
both of these changes prior to implementation. 

We also recently conducted a community phone survey. We learned 
a majority of respondents stated the top characteristics that come 
to mind about Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools include “high quality 
education,” “good teachers” and “good programs.”   

Overall, residents feel positive about the financial management of 
PLSAS and feel informed about decisions made by the School Board 
and Administration. 

We also learned that residents place a high value on “innovation” 
and “personalization.” Our challenge moving forward is to 
continually work toward increasing personalized learning for 
our students through a wide variety of innovative programs and 
teaching practices that residents have come to expect from PLSAS. 

The results of all of our surveys can be found on our website: www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us

Thank you to all those who took the time to take our surveys. Our work moving forward is to continue 
to analyze and use the results of the surveys to set goals as we seek continuous improvement.

Construction completion timeline
2018
FALL

Remodeling:
• Five Hawks
• Glendale 

2019
FALL

Additions/
Remodeling:
• Redtail Ridge
• Jeffers Pond
• WestWood
• Edgewood
• Grainwood
• TOMS & HOMS
• PLHS classroom 
   additions, kitchen/
   cafeteria expansion 
• New Bridges ALC

2020
FALL

• New elementary 
   school
• PLHS gym space 
   addition, secure 
   entrance and 
   office spaces

Visit www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us/construction for updates

From the Superintendent

Teri Staloch, Ed.D. 

School Board approves Redtail 
Ridge and WestWood boundary 
changes for 2018/19
On March 26, the School Board approved 2018/19 
boundary changes for Redtail Ridge and WestWood 
elementary schools. Approximately 60 Redtail Ridge 
students and approximately 16 WestWood students will 
attend Glendale Elementary in the fall of 2018.

This decision was made to help ease crowding at Redtail 
Ridge and WestWood and make enrollment more 
equitable across the grade levels.

A process to determine comprehensive elementary 
boundary changes will be made prior to the opening of 
the new elementary school and will include stakeholder 
involvement.

Parent Survey
91% indicated their child likes to go 
         to school
92% feel that their child is receiving 
         quality instruction
87% indicated the district is achieving 
         its mission for their child

Staff Surveys
95% Certified staff*
92% Educational Support Staff **
have a high functioning collaborative 
working relationship with their 
colleagues

93% Certified Staff
93% Educational Support Staff 
feel they work in an environment 
that supports innovative ideas and 
practices

98% Certified Staff 
96% Educational Support Staff 
are proud to be associated with PLSAS 
and its brand
*   employees requiring a license through the 
     MN Dept. of Ed., ie. teachers, principals, 
     superintendent
** all other employees not requiring a certified 
     license, ie. cooks, custodians, secretaries

Student Surveys (Gr. 3-12)
98% elementary   92% secondary 
say the adults/teachers in their 
school believe they can learn and be 
successful

95% elementary   84% secondary 
feel cared for or connected to at least 
one adult in their school

98% elementary   80% secondary 
indicate that their teachers know how 
to teach so that they can learn

96% elementary   82% secondary 
believe the adults are carrying out the 
district’s mission in their schools
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Try it Tuesday

One of our favorite programs for learning in the 
lunchroom is Try it Tuesday! 

Every Tuesday, Child Nutrition Services staff feature 
an unfamiliar or uncommon food item during lunch, 
such as watermelon radish, purple kohlrabi, roasted 
rosemary squash or pomelos. 

Often these items come from a local vendor that is also 
featured on posters in the lunch line.

E-STEM: PLHS students learn how to make maple syrup 

District Naturalist, Sue Mohn holds up a visual aid showing that maple syrup has a higher sugar concentration than sap 

The arrival of spring brings a special 
environmental learning opportunity to 
students at Prior Lake High School (PLHS). 
Several weeks ago, students began tapping 
sugar maple trees on the PLHS campus, with 
the help of Science Teacher, Sam Steinberg and 
District Naturalist, Sue Mohn.

They collected the sap once a day from about 
15 trees on the PLHS campus. On March 
28, the processing began. The sap collected 
was cooked down on an evaporator built by 
Industrial Technology Teacher, Joe Deutsch.

Classes were invited outside to see the 
evaporation process and hike to the tapped 

Welcome

Jayme Anderson
Assistant Director of Child 
Nutrition Services

Emily Malone
Director of Child Nutrition 
Services

trees, learning about sap, maple syrup and 
even about Native American tradition.

Elementary students throughout Prior Lake-
Savage Area Schools also learned about sap 
harvesting. Several trees at elementary schools 
throughout the district were recently tapped 
as well.

At Jeffers Pond Elementary, kindergarten and 
third grade students caught the attention of 
KARE 11’s Laura Betker. The Meteorologist 
showcased students on the evening news 
collecting maple sap and explained how the 
learning fits into our E-STEM curriculum.

product a success. The sharks listened to the 
pitch, asked questions and decided whether 
they would invest, counter-offer or decline the 
pitch, similar to the TV series.

Of course, the products and the money being 
invested were hypothetical, but the students 
had to do the math to come up with a number 
that would make sense in the real world and 
some groups even created prototypes.

Students also created a business model 
including plans for advertising and marketing 
their products. 

Students at Hidden Oaks and Twin Oaks 
Middle Schools participated in Shark Tank-
style presentations as a part of their math 
curriculum. 

Students were assigned a group, tasked with 
thinking of a new invention or product and 
then created a basic business model for it.

Each group pitched their product to a panel of 
“sharks,” which were adult volunteers from the 
middle schools and the district. The students 
asked the sharks to invest a specified amount 
of money, whatever it would take to make their 

Grace Kennedy seals the deal with a mock investor in Mikróbeauty

Shark Tank simulation pushes middle school students to 
dream bigger 

Congratulations
Congratulations to PLSAS 
Executive Director of 
Business Services, Julie 
Cink, in recognition of her 5 
years serving as Chair of the 
MNTrust Board. MNTrust 
is a financial management 
resource for school districts.

Julie Cink
Executive Director of 
Business Services

Martha Walz
Executive Assistant to the 
Superintendent

Congratulations to 
Executive Assistant to the 
Superintendent, Martha 
Walz, on being named the 
Minnesota Superintendents’ 
Office Personnel Association  
(MSOPA) Executive Assistant 
of the Year.
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Laker Educational Foundation 

 

www.priorlakesavagece.com
952-226-0080

Summer Swim Lessons
Session 1: Mon-Thu, June 11 to 21
Session 2: Mon-Thu, June 25 to 28 and 
     Mon-Fri, July 2 to 6 
     (No class July 4)
Session 3: Mon-Thu, July 9 to 19
Session 4: July 23 to August 2

8 lessons for $62. Private and specialty lessons $99.

#TheCampIsRight 
Youth Summer Camps
You’re the next camper on the Camp is Right! 
Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools’ Community Education 
offers camps that are local, affordable, convenient and 
guaranteed. You can’t lose! 

Outdoor Camps for Adults 
at Cleary Lake
Learn something new while enjoying 
the outdoors. Stand Up Paddle Boarding, 
Log Rolling and Canoeing are all classes offered this 
summer with Three Rivers Park District at Cleary Lake! 

Register for all Community Education classes and events at 
www.priorlakesavagece.com

the
camp
is
right

Six Prior Lake High School student athletes signed National Letters of Intent (NLI) this 
spring. The NLI is a document used to indicate a student athlete’s commitment to 
participate at a National Collegiate Athletic Association college or university.

Six Prior Lake High School student athletes sign 
National Letters of Intent

Taylor Murray, hockey, The College of St. Scholastica; Corbin Cross, baseball, Central Iowa College; Preston 
Jelen, football, University of Minnesota; Ryan McDonald, baseball, South Dakota State University; Logan 
Weller, soccer, Hamline University; Zach Wick, football, University of Wisconsin-La Crosse

/ E-STEM SCHOOLS/

Congratulations 2018 Retirees

Gina Pitera
Grainwood, WestWood, La ola del lago 
Occupational Therapist

Nancy Duehn
Jeffers Pond, 4th Gr. Teacher

Mary Kauzlarich
Five Hawks, 2nd Gr. Teacher

Mary Kay Lien
Prior Lake High School
Family and Consumer Science Teacher

Kathy Lowry
Grainwood, Hidden Oaks, Twin Oaks
Peer Coach

Cindy Oistad
Hidden Oaks, 7th Gr. Math Teacher

Christine Furney 
Jeffers Pond, WestWood, Edgewood 
Music Teacher

Katie Geske
Five Hawks, WestWood, La ola del lago 
Music Specialist, Choir Director

Becky Gillette 
Glendale, Music Teacher

Ann Gulstad
Edgewood, Speech & Language 
Pathologist

Early Childhood Programs
Circle of Friends Preschool 2018-2019 School year
Is your 3 or 4-year-old up for preschool for the 2018-2019 school 
year? A new nature preschool class will be offered at Glendale 
Elementary for the 2018-2019 school year. The class will meet on 
Tuesday and Thursday mornings. Call 952-226-0956 for more 
information.  

ECFE - Early Childhood Family Education
July and August Classes
Call 952-226-0952 with ECFE questions
• 1-2 Look at Me, Naturally! 
   (1 & 2 years old, Tuesdays at 5:15 p.m.)
• Tinker Time with Dad 
   (Infant to 5 years old, Tuesdays at 5:15 p.m.)
• Baby Class 
   (Under 1 year old, Wednesdays at 9 a.m.)
• Magnets & Mudpies 
   (3 to 5-years-old, Tuesdays at 9 a.m.)

LEF Gratitude Greetings honor staff
This month, the Laker Educational Foundation (LEF) is offering two 
ways to say “thank you” to teachers and staff. For every tax-deductible 
donation of $20 made to the LEF, your chosen staff member(s) will 
receive a personalized Gratitude Greeting or Teacher Tribute, and a 
$10 gift card to Charlie’s on Prior.

The Teacher Tributes are the perfect way for 2018 seniors to thank 
the special teachers who have touched them deeply and changed the 
course of their lives. 

To donate, visit the LEF website: www.lakerfoundation.org 

An evening to benefit the Laker Educational Foundation  

SAVE
DATE

Sat. • Nov. 3 • 2018
•

6:30 pm Social Hour
The Wilds Golf Club

•
more information coming soon

casino games • hors d’oeuvres • raffle • drawing • online silent auction

www.lakerfoundation.org

the



2018 Board of Education

Chair
Rich Wolf 
Vice-Chair/Clerk   
Lee Shimek
Treasurer 
Stacey Ruelle
Directors
Melissa Enger
Mary Frantz
Ben Hanson
Todd Sorensen
Superintendent
Dr. Teri Staloch
Student Representative
Katy Anderson

About this Newsletter
For questions or comments regarding Laker Connections, 
contact Kristi Mussman, Director of Communications, 
kmussman@priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us or 
952-226-0014

Are you new to the district? 
Welcome to Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools! 
If you have school-age children, you can 
enroll them online at www.priorlake-savage.
k12.mn.us/enroll or visit the District Services 
Center, 4540 Tower Street SE in Prior Lake. 

For more information, call 952-226-0000. We 
look forward to welcoming your child into our 
school district as a Laker!

Our mission is to educate all learners to reach 
their full potential as contributing and productive 
members of our ever-changing global community.

The stock we are 
printing on contains 
10% PCW
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Connect with us
To get news, photos, events and more, “Like” 
us on Facebook and/or follow us on Twitter and 
Instagram. 

facebook.com/PLSAS
twitter.com/isd719
instagram.com/isd719

  
Lakefront Music Fest is July 13-14 at Lakefront Park 
in Prior Lake. Two nights of music for $40! Tickets 
purchased from the Laker Athletic Booster Club, Patrons 
of the Arts & Activities and all elementary and early 
childhood parent volunteer groups benefit students in 
PLSAS. You can also buy online at: 

www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us/LFMF18

Hunter Hayes and Gretchen Wilson with Jessie G

Saturday, July 14 is Country Night

Thompson Square Chris Hawkey

Friday, July 13 is Rock Night

The Revivalists COIN

Young the Giant

Minnesota Center for Advanced Professional 
Studies (MNCAPS) students following the 
Medicine and Healthcare Pathway partnered 
with Jeffers Pond and WestWood elementary 
schools to create and implement lessons that 
promote healthy lifestyles for students.

MNCAPS students presented topics like hand 
washing, oral hygiene, the immune system, 
general health, exercise and how to choose 
nutritional snacks.

MNCAPS students get first-hand teaching experience

PLHS students Jozi Tainter, Ella Masser and Paris Kallevig use an ultraviolet light to show students at Jeffers Pond 
Elementary the importance of proper handwashing

Partners In Education 
PIE Celebration 

Wednesday, May 30
Program starts at 4:30 p.m.

Prior Lake High School Commons 
We want to thank you for being a contributing and 

productive member of our ever-changing global 
community. Please join us for some pie, reflection on this 
past school year and learn where Prior Lake-Savage Area 

Schools is going. #WeArePLSAS! Hear Our Stories!
RSVP to Jenny Nagy - jnagy@priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us 

or 952-226-0085

This opportunity gave MNCAPS students first-
hand experience teaching and managing a 
classroom. The MNCAPS Healthcare Pathway 
aims to provide students with a real-world 
experience in the healthcare sector where they 
can learn and get direct exposure to future 
employment opportunities.

To learn more about MNCAPS, visit 
www.mncaps.org

Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools (PLSAS) has again been named a School Finance Award Winner 
by the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE). 

The prestigious financial reporting honor was given to PLSAS for its 2017 financial reporting 
that met the MDE’s criteria of exhibiting financial health and sound fiscal management and 
accountability. Other criteria set by the MDE for the award include:

• Accuracy in financial reporting
• Timely submission of financial data and compliance with Minnesota Statutes
• Presence of indicators of fiscal health, including having a positive fund balance

Staff at the MDE review local publications, audit reports and thousands of pieces of fiscal data to 
determine award winners.

PLSAS receives School Finance Award

Congratulations to the 
2018 Prior Lake High School 
(PLHS) Athena Award 
winner, CC McGraw.  

CC graduated early from 
PLHS and is in her first 
semester at the University 
of Minnesota where she 
also plays volleyball. 

The Athena Award program recognizes outstanding 
female students in the field of athletics and academics 
within their school.

Athena Award 
winner

CC McGraw


