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Grades 6-12 shift to In-Person Learning

From the Superintendent
At Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools (PLSAS) we transitioned our secondary students back to 
In-Person Learning on April 15 so now all students, E-12, have the opportunity to be back 

learning in our schools. We also continue to provide Distance 
Learning for families who choose that model. This has been a 
very exciting time with our schools beginning to feel much the 
way they did pre-pandemic. Looking ahead, at this time we 
are planning for the 2021-22 school year to have all students 
learning full time, in-person throughout PLSAS. 

While this school year has certainly had its challenges, 
particularly with transitioning between Distance, Hybrid  
and In-Person Learning, creating personalized learning 
opportunities has remained central in providing a high-quality 
educational experience in any learning model. Our talented 
teachers, administrators and support staff have risen to the 
challenges of the school year to meet the needs of students 

while consistently modeling kindness and resiliency. The return to In-Person Learning is 
a great opportunity to celebrate the PLSAS programs and learning spaces that cater to 
students of all ages and interest levels.

PLSAS puts a great deal of emphasis on developing strong relationships. The pandemic 
further revealed how our teachers are skilled at - and committed to - building strong 
relationships with students. Throughout the pandemic they have created space to listen 
to students, have check-ins and provide opportunities for them to seek the support they 
need. They have delivered instruction that is engaging and relevant to students, while 
working to keep routines as much as possible to create a sense of stability. 

Another focus of the district is an emphasis on personalized learning. Environmental 
Education, Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (E-STEM) is just one example of 
an engaging learning experience where students really connect with the lesson plans. 
E-STEM lessons often happen outdoors and this year we have been able to deepen 
E-STEM learning while keeping students and staff safe. 

Other examples of unique personalized learning opportunities include La ola del lago 
at Grainwood Spanish Immersion which is celebrating its 7th year and is now housed 
in its own beautifully renovated building. PLSAS also provides a wide variety of options 
for families and our youngest learners through our early learning programs. Additional 
unique programs include the district’s SAGE Academy serving gifted learners, Bridges 
Area Learning Center and the MN Center for Advanced Professional Studies (MNCAPS), to 
name a few. 
 
We are also excited to have our schools filled with students enjoying our beautiful 
new learning spaces throughout the district. From flexible furniture to movable walls, 
our spaces are meeting the needs of students by offering even more opportunities for 
personalized learning while also creating space for student collaboration. All of our 
schools are focused on providing an education that meets the unique learning needs of 
each student.

Teri Staloch, Ed.D. 
Superintendent

Continued, page 2

Kindergarten Virtual Open House
May 18, 2021
Our Virtual Open House for Kindergarten 2021-22 is scheduled for 
Tuesday, May 18. Parents will receive an email from their building 
principal with a video that will take families on a virtual tour of the 
kindergarten classrooms and other highlights of the school. During 
this virtual event, you will meet the kindergarten teachers and 
learn important information about kindergarten. 

Great Start to Kindergarten assessment days
August 2-13, 2021
Our favorite meetings happen face-to-face and at Great Start to 
Kindergarten we'll do just that! PLSAS is committed to preparing 
instruction that caters to the unique learning needs of all children. 
We will be scheduling Great Start to Kindergarten assessments for 
students August 2-13.

In the summer, we will be contacting enrolled kindergarten 
families with specific dates and times to schedule your child’s 
Great Start to Kindergarten experience at your child's school. A 
trained staff member will work with your child one-on-one to 
measure reading, math and social skills. The testing will take up 
to 30 minutes and will help us place your child in the kindergarten 
classroom that is best suited for them.

Countdown to kindergarten 2021-22 

PLSAS welcomed incoming 2021-22 kindergarten students and their families 
during a drive-through book parade in March.

Camp Kindergarten summer program information, page 2.

Students in an American Sign Language class learn in school while some of their peers who chose Distance 
Learning view the teacher live on camera and learn from home. 



While the past year has indeed 
been challenging, there is so 
much to celebrate in PLSAS! 
Our committed and passionate 
staff, diverse program offerings 
and unique learning spaces 
create an environment that 
encourages students to grow 
and thrive. Thank you to all of 
our staff, families and students 
for coming together to navigate 
a challenging year. 
 
For those families who are 
interested in enrolling in the 
district, or returning to the 
district after a year of pandemic 
restrictions, our online enrollment is open now at www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us/enroll or 
call (952) 226-0000.
 
We are excited and grateful to be with students in-person again and to reconnect in ways that 
are familiar and meaningful to them. We look forward to the 2021-22 school year, continuing to 
reconnect with families and creating new memories with students.

Corinna Lyons
American Indian Education 
Coordinator
Corinna joined PLSAS as American 
Indian Education Coordinator in 
2019 and says she believes it is her 
true calling to help American 
Indian students pursue their 
education, regardless of their 
struggles. 

Corinna works closely   
with American Indian students and their families, providing 
opportunities for cultural activities and field trips, as well 
as educational materials. Corinna leads a weekly Native 
Nations group for American Indian students in grades 
6-12, focusing on Native culture. She attends meetings and 
counseling sessions with students, parents and staff, makes 
home visits, helps prepare students for graduation and 
much more. 

Her ultimate goal is to help close achievement gaps and 
improve graduation rates for American Indian students 
through connection and outreach. 

/ We Are PLSAS /
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PLSAS earns financial reporting award
Our district has once again earned the Certificate of Excellence in Financial Reporting award 
from the Association of School Business Officials (ASBO) International. Our district has been an 
award recipient for the past 11 years!
 
According to ASBO, Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools (PLSAS) earned the Certificate after 
providing a high-quality Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for the fiscal year end 2020. 
This award represents a significant achievement and reflects our commitment to transparency 
and high-quality financial reporting. Attainment of the Certificate signifies that the district has 
met the level of excellence required by ASBO and is a testament to the integrity and technical 
competence of the PLSAS business staff.

Superintendent continued

www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us
русский, Somali, Español, Tiếng Việt
PLSAS has an improved translation feature on our 
website. Look for the menu at the very top of the website 
titled “Languages.” In this menu, there are dropdowns 
for Google Translate, as well as links to landing pages 
which are translated into Russian, Somali, Spanish and 
Vietnamese. These landing pages contain important 
information and links for families. 

Back row, left to right: Kate Beer, softball, University of Northwestern-St. Paul; Beau Rabey, baseball, Gustavus 
Adolphus College; Karlie Miller, softball, Southwest Minnesota State University; Dustan Green, baseball, University 
of Wisconsin-Eau Claire; Tanner Newlin, football, University of Wisconsin-La Crosse; Tommy Mestnik, track & field, 
University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire; Reid Bowman, football, University of Wisconsin-La Crosse; Connor Wietgrefe, 
baseball, North Iowa Area Community College; Lance Goeschel, baseball, Southeastern Community College; Emily 
Johnson, women’s basketball, St. Catherine University

Front row, left to right: Ella Knutson, swimming, Eastern Illinois University; Samantha Meyer, women’s soccer, 
Augsburg University; Abby Kuboushek, women’s basketball, College of St. Benedict; Isabella Westerholm, volleyball, 
Lakeland University; Mary O’Neil, swimming, University of Denver; Armaan Olson, men’s soccer, University of San 
Diego; Tatum Brostrom, women’s basketball, Gustavus Adolphus College; Ellen Becken, women’s soccer, Gustavus 
Adolphus College; Brandon Hough, men’s soccer, Edgewood College; Maddison Blade, softball, The College of St. 
Scholastica

Twenty Prior Lake High School (PLHS) students signed National Letters of Intent (NLI) on 
Wednesday, April 14. The NLI is a document used to indicate a student-athlete’s commitment 
to participate at a National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) college or university.

Prior Lake High School student-athletes sign National 
Letters of Intent 

Students and staff are enjoying the new Hamilton Ridge Elementary school 
that opened last fall in Savage.

María Medina
Spanish Cultural Liaison
María is from Mexico City and  
moved to Minnesota in 1999. 
When her children started school, 
she says that as an immigrant 
parent she was overwhelmed with 
trying to navigate the new school 
system and always wished there 
was someone who could explain 
things in her language and with an 
understanding of her culture. 

When she saw an opening for just such a position at PLSAS, 
she jumped at the opportunity to provide this service to 
families. Now María says her job is her biggest passion 
and hopes she can help to ensure Hispanic students are 
successful in their academic journey at PLSAS.

María’s role is to facilitate communication between Hispanic 
students, their families and the district. She encourages the 
district’s Hispanic community to become active participants 
in educational activities and programs.

Ali Mire
East-African Cultural Liaison
Ali says the district’s mission 
statement resonated with him 
and he felt that he was the 
perfect fit to help fulfill the 
needs of PLSAS students in the 
East-African community. 

His role at PLSAS is to support 
and maintain positive 
relationships between district 
staff and the East-African 
community. He acts as a contact point for parents, students 
and schools to fill cultural and communication gaps.

Ali lives in the south metro and has family in Africa. He says 
he hopes to help close communication gaps due to language 
and cultural differences, between parents, students and 
school staff to improve outcomes for students. 

Meet PLSAS' Cultural Liaisons
In order to help Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools (PLSAS) 
advance its mission to educate all learners to reach their full 
potential as contributing and productive members of our 
ever-changing global community, the district employs three 
cultural liaisons to enhance student and family engagement 
and help promote student academic success.

Camp Kindergarten, ages 4-5
Be more prepared for kindergarten! Experience a glimpse of kindergarten through summer 
camp. Activities will balance play and learning and may include: practice following routines and 
directions, exploring outdoor learning spaces/playgrounds and inside classrooms/pods, getting 
to know each other through games, student-initiated activities, access to maker spaces and/
or technology and innovation opportunities, and more. This program is designed for students 
who will enter kindergarten in Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools in September, 2021. For more 
information and to register, visit: www.priorlakesavagece.com.

July 26-29
8:30-11:30 a.m. or 12:30-3:30 p.m.
Hamilton Ridge Elementary

July 19-22
8:30-11:30 a.m.
Jeffers Pond Elementary



Caleb Smith
Peacebunny Island 
is the true story of
Prior Lake High 
School Sophomore, 
Caleb Smith, who, 
at 8-years-old, 
decided to follow 
his dream to train 
endangered and rescued rabbits to become 
therapy animals.

In his book, Caleb describes how the animals 
brought peace to those who were suffering 
and introduces readers to his rabbits that 
live on the private 22-acre Mississippi 
River sanctuary he created for them, called 
Peacebunny Island. 3

/ E-STEM SCHOOLS/

Build Your Summer with Community Education
Watch for our summer catalog (2nd Edition) coming home 
in backpacks the first week of May! Newly added camps are 
included. Class/Camp information can also be found online at 
www.priorlakesavagece.com.
 
Summer Swim Lessons
Register now to guarantee your spot in the 2021 summer 
swim program. Lessons run Monday-Thursday, every 2 weeks 
from June 14 to August 5. Visit www.priorlakesavagece.com 
for more information and to register.
 
Summer Band Lessons
Summer Band Lessons will be held Monday-Friday, July 26 to 
August 6. Registration will open May 3 online at 
www.priorlakesavagece.com. Please watch for information 
about the program and instrument rental options via email.

Kids' Company registration is open now
Kids’ Company registration for Summer 2021 and School Year 
2021-22 is open online now. 
 
Summer program dates are June 16 through August 25. The 
last day to register and have your child start attending Kids’ 
Company on June 16, is Tuesday, June 1.
 
For School Year Kids’ Company, register by August 15 to 
guarantee a spot for 2021-22. 
 
For more information and to register, visit 
www.priorlakesavagece.com.

We also celebrate: Jill Blair, Special Education Teacher, Redtail Ridge Elementary, 21 years of service; Meghan 
Blomquist, 2nd Grade Teacher, Jeffers Pond Elementary, 14 years of service; Ellen Dudzik, Kids' Company Assistant, 
Edgewood School, 18 years of service; Cheryl Dymit, Paraprofessional, Prior Lake High School, 15 years of service; 
Mary Kowitz, Child Nutrition Assistant Manager, Five Hawks Elementary, 32 years of service; Eve St. Mane, Special 
Education Teacher, Hidden Oaks Middle School, 22 years of service; Rita Savoy, Early Childhood Teaching Assistant, 
Edgewood School, 22 years of service.

Early Childhood Screening
Early Childhood Screening is a free developmental check-
up required by the State of Minnesota for all preschool-
aged children. Children between the ages of 3 and 4 years 
old need to participate in a screening before entering 
kindergarten. Both in-person and virtual screening 
appointments are available. Call today to schedule an 
appointment: (952) 226-0975.

YOUR CHILD'S 
LAKER JOURNEY
STARTS HERE
Circle of Friends 

Preschool

Registration now open! 

priorlakesavagece.com
952-226-0956

This year Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools (PLSAS) is celebrating the retirement of 15 staff 
members. The celebration will take place on May 13 from 3:30 to 5 p.m. in the new Activities 
Center at Prior Lake High School, 7575 150th St. West, Savage. Face coverings and social 
distancing will be required for the safety of all in attendance. The event is co-sponsored with the 
Prior Lake Savage Education Association.

Retirement Celebration is May 13

Paula Case
6th Grade Teacher, Twin Oaks Middle School
33 years of service

Kelley Gerdes 
English Language Teacher, Glendale Elementary
31 years of service

Michelle Prosen
Parent Educator, Edgewood School
25 years of service

Deb Rubash
Speech/Language Pathologist, Edgewood School
15 years of service

Sandy Timmerman
Peer Coach & ELC Coord., Edgewood School, Five Hawks
35 years of service

LeAnn Weikle
1st Grade Teacher, Jeffers Pond Elementary
20 years of service

Carol Aikey
English Teacher, Prior Lake High School
31 years of service

Gail Borchardt
Accounts Payable Specialist, District Services Center
20 years of service

Smriti Datta
Enchanted Creatures 
Don't Exist...by Prior Lake 
High School Sophomore, 
Smriti Datta, is the story 
of a futuristic society 
where magic is known to 
be a thing of the ancient 
past. 

Smriti tells the story of 
18-year-old twin siblings, Chris and Kirsten, 
who were deprived of the 'normal' childhood 
they had always imagined and were thrown 
into a society they never knew existed. The 
siblings come to realize that the cost of 
pursuing adventure will come with serious 
consequences. 

Prior Lake High School student authors



About this newsletter
For questions or comments regarding Laker Connections, 
contact Kristi Mussman, Director of Communications, 
kmussman@priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us or 
952-226-0014

Our mission is to educate all learners to reach 
their full potential as contributing and productive 
members of our ever-changing global community.

The stock we are 
printing on contains 
10% PCW
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Are you new to the district? 
Welcome to Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools! 
If you have school-age children, you can 
enroll them online at www.priorlake-savage.
k12.mn.us/enroll or visit the District Services 
Center, 4540 Tower Street SE in Prior Lake. 
For more information, call 952-226-0000. We 
look forward to welcoming your child into our 
school district as a Laker!

Connect with us
To get news, photos, events and more, “Like” 
us on Facebook and/or follow us on Twitter and 
Instagram. 

facebook.com/PLSAS
twitter.com/isd719
instagram.com/isd719

2021 Board of Education
Chair
Stacey Ruelle
Vice-Chair/Clerk   
Michael Nelson
Treasurer 
Jonathan Drewes
Directors
Julie Bernick
Amy Crosby
Mary Frantz
Enrique Velázquez
Superintendent
Dr. Teri Staloch
Student Representative
Abby Haferman

Athena Award winner
Congratulations to Prior Lake High School’s 2021 Athena Award winner, 
Payton Bloedow. The Athena Award program recognizes outstanding female 
students in athletics and academics within their school. Payton plans to attend 
Stony Brook University where she will play Division 1 Women's Lacrosse.

In addition to Lacrosse, Payton plays Soccer and Hockey, she has a 4.0 grade-
point average and has taken Postsecondary Enrollment Option courses full-
time since her Junior year. 

Payton Bloedow

Twenty-four Twin Oaks Middle School 7th graders are advancing to the State History Day 
Competition. The state competition will be held virtually this year with Prior Lake-Savage Area 
Schools (PLSAS) students showcasing 10 projects in four categories including documentaries, exhibit 
boards, performances and websites.
 
This year’s theme is “Communication in History: The Key to Understanding.” Students were able 
to pick any event in history they felt tied into the theme. A total of 64 students participated at 
the school level, creating 35 projects. A wide variety of subjects were chosen including Rosie the 
Riveter, the Cuban Missile Crisis, the Invention that Changed Communication: the Telephone, and 
many more. 

The State History Day competition was held April 23-30. At press time, state competition winners 
had not yet been announced.

Top row, left to right: Jayden Tran, Aiden Tourtillott, Paige Audas, Sam Berg, Talia Bushman, Lindsey Madsen; Second row, 
left to right: Caden Hamilton, Iris Garay, Bennett Legg, Natalie Payne, Owen Beaudette, Miles Olson; Third row, left to right: 
Dylan Bertelson, Trevor Zwart, Clara Tutty, Haydee Delgado, Madilyn Duch, Joe Benson; Bottom row, left to right: Haley 
Baum, Jenna Lewison, Sofia Suarez, Ingrid Olson, Supriya Upadhyay, Cate Koehmstedt

Middle School students advance to State History Day 
Competition

PLHS choir student earns spot in national 
competition 
Prior Lake High School Junior Emma Higgins is advancing to the National 
Association of Teachers of Singing competition. 

Emma, a three-year PLHS choir student and member of Concert Choir, is 
one of only five singers who advanced from the regional round and will now 
compete against the best singers from every region in the country. 

Emma Higgins

LEF Gratitude Greetings and 
Teacher Tributes honor staff
The Laker Educational Foundation (LEF) offers Teacher 
Tributes for graduating seniors along with Gratitude 
Greetings. For every tax-deductible donation of $25 
made to the LEF, your chosen staff member(s) will 
receive a personalized Gratitude Greeting or Teacher 
Tribute, and a $20 gift card to a local restaurant of 
your choice. Donations must be made by June 1st. To 
donate, go to www.lakerfoundation.org.

In April, leaders from Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools 
(PLSAS) teamed up with public safety partners to go 
through a training exercise designed to help us be as 
prepared as possible in the event of an emergency.

The district's Emergency Planning Coordinator, Joel 
McColl, facilitated the exercise which focused on the 
decisions required in the first five minutes of a crisis. 

The Community Crisis Response Team meets annually 
and is made up of district administrators, a School Board 
representative and emergency responders from Prior 
Lake, Savage, Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community 
and Scott County.

Community Crisis Response Team 
conducts safety training

Recently the Redtail Ridge Parents and Teachers 
for Children (PTC) and students raised more than 
$26,000 during their Read-a-thon. Some of the money 
will be used to purchase a new piece of playground 
equipment, and who better to decide what piece is 
chosen? The students! 

Sixteen students formed to make up the Redtail 
Ridge Playground Committee, Board of Trustees. The 
committee examined the playground space, reviewed 
options and went to other playgrounds to test and play 
on the equipment. The students then narrowed their 
decision to three options and will bring them to the 
student body for a final vote. 

Recently the committee was honored at a School Board 
meeting for their process and decision making.

Redtail Ridge students form 
committee to choose new 
playground equipment

Free curbside meals for students available through June 2
The last day to pick up free curbside meals will be Wednesday, June 2. The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture announced the extension of free meals for the 2021-2022 school year, however, 
Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools' (PLSAS) eligibility has not yet been confirmed by the Minnesota 
Department of Education. Therefore, it is still important to fill out a new Free and Reduced-Price 
Meal application, available July 1, which is a requirement each school year to be eligible for meal 
benefits and other programs, such as scholarships and Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer.


