
School Board adds June 3 meeting to discuss Elementary Attendance
Boundaries for 2020/21 school year
School Board members, community members and district staff have been working on
adjusting elementary attendance boundaries with the opening of Hamilton Ridge in fall of
2020.

Based on feedback from board members, community members and the Design Team,
and in order to honor the process and not rush decision-making, the board has set an
additional study session for June 3rd at 7:30 p.m. for further consideration of the
elementary attendance boundary recommendations. There will be an opportunity for
public comment.

The June 3 School Board meeting presentation will be available on the attendance
boundary web page under "Quick Links" by the end of the week.

PLSAS to break ground on Hamilton Ridge Elementary
Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools will be breaking ground in June on the new Hamilton
Ridge Elementary school in Savage.

Last week the Savage City Council approved a revised site plan and PLSAS is now
moving forward with construction, as planned, in the Big Sky Estates development.
Hamilton Ridge will open in the fall of 2020.

We will be communicating plans for a groundbreaking ceremony in June. Watch our
website for details: www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us

Honoring future teachers
The first-ever Future Educator Signing Day ceremony took place at Prior Lake High
School (PLHS) on May 22 with ten seniors who plan to become teachers.

Similar to high school athletes signing letters of intent with the colleges and universities
where they’ll play sports, PLHS Guidance Counselor, Nate Gutshall, organized a
ceremony to honor students who have committed to pursuing a teaching career as they
enter college in the fall.

Congratulations Ellie Braun, Jessica Chacich, Alison Franck, Kayla Genereau, Megan
Liddle, Jake McCauley, Amy McGann, Shelby Niemann, Brooke Oliver and Cecelia
Reimer.

https://www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us/about-us/boundary-change-process
https://www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us/uploaded/Communications/Hamilton_Ridge_3-25-19.pdf
http://www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us
https://www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us/community/youth-programs/summer-swim
https://priorlake-savage.feepay.com/


Hidden Oaks and Twin Oaks Middle Schools receive recognition
The Prior Lake Middle School (Hidden Oaks and Twin Oaks) Positive Behavior
Interventions and Supports (PBIS) Team was recently named a 2019 Sustained Exemplar
PBIS School by The Minnesota PBIS State Leadership Team. This recognition indicates
consistency and diligence in implementing PBIS.

PBIS is a way for schools to implement evidence-based behavioral interventions to
enhance academic and social outcomes for students. Students are celebrated for doing
great things and staff work with students who show negative behaviors to teach them
ways to improve. With PBIS, behavior expectations are taught just like any other
curriculum.

Congratulations to our
PLSAS retirees
On May 16, PLSAS honored
this year's retiring employees
during a celebration at Twin
Oaks Middle School. We are
so grateful for their years of
service, and sharing their
time and talents with our



students and staff!

Pictured left to right: Valorie Humbert,
Paula Sorenson, Marla Fulkerson, Pam
Cates, Jennifer Reinhardt and Sara
Murr

PLHS music teacher receives award
Prior Lake High School (PLHS) instrumental music teacher,
Justin Schramm, has been awarded the Distinguished Young
Band Director Award from the American School Band Directors
Association (ASBDA). There is only one ASBDA award
recipient in Minnesota named each year. 

PLHS named one of the top schools in MN
Prior Lake High School (PLHS) was once again
named one of the best high schools in the state, as
well as in the country, by U.S. News and World
Report.

PLHS came in at 22 out of 416 high schools in
Minnesota and is listed at 1,506 of 17,245 top high
schools in the nation.

Some factors that contributed to this ranking
include math and reading proficiency, graduation
rate and how well students are prepared for
college. 

Young Native Pride performs
at Prior Lake High School
Rhythmic sounds and bright colors filled
the auditorium at Prior Lake High
School on May 9. The Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux Community shared
drums, dancing and traditions of Dakota
culture with Prior Lake-Savage Area
students and the community at the
annual Young Native Pride event. The
event began with a Grand Entry and a
Flag Song, followed by 17 different
dances.



E-STEM in action
Throughout the month of May, Grainwood,
Jeffers Pond, La ola del lago, Redtail
Ridge, WestWood, Hidden Oaks and Twin
Oaks each participated in E-STEM days
which provided students with dozens of
hands-on learning opportunities. E-STEM
stands for Environmental Education,
Science, Technology, Engineering and
Math. 

Other schools in the district hold E-STEM
days in the fall. 

National Art Honor Society sponsors first art show
The National Art Honor Society sponsored its first All-School Art Show earlier this
month. More than 100 students entered work they created in a class or on their
own. Thank you to all the students who participated this year!!

Gold went to Thressa Schultz for Ceramic Sculpture “Two-Faced.” 
Silver went to Calvin Sund for his Pen & Ink drawing “I Walk the Line.” 
Bronze went to Jacob Voss for his Acrylic Painting “Open Paddock Nine.”  

Honorable mentions: Matt Peterson- Digital Photography “#18 at Whistling Straits”,
William Cong- Graphite “Mom’s Cooking”, Olivia Nelson- Colored Pencil “Colored”, Quinn
Ruzicka- Oil Pastel “Sunset Citrus.” 

Fan Favorite went to Calvin Sund for “I Walk the Line.” 

Optimist Club winning selection went to Emily Wu for her graphite drawing of “Old
Woman.”

Congratulations



Congratulations to Prior Lake High School
Athena Award winner, Charlotte Bowles.
The Athena Award program recognizes
outstanding female students in athletics
and academics within their school.
Charlotte will attend the University of North
Dakota where she will play tennis. 

Congratulations to Prior Lake High School
student Aidan Becken on receiving a
corporate-sponsored scholarship through
the National Merit Scholarship
Program. Aidan will receive $2,500 which
can be used at any regionally accredited
U.S. college or university.

Preschool Enrollment
Circle of Friends Preschool still has some
openings for next school year. Does your
4-year-old love nature? Consider enrolling
in our Monday-Friday afternoon nature
class at Hidden Oaks! If you like a more
traditional approach Mon/Wed/Fri and
Mon-Thu afternoon classes at Edgewood
also have space. Visit our website  for
more information about programming and
instructions for online registration.

Lakefront Music Fest tickets on sale now
Prior Lake Rotary’s Lakefront Music Fest is July 12-13 at Lakefront Park in Prior Lake. 

Tickets purchased online from PLSAS booster clubs and parent volunteer organizations
will benefit PLSAS students. Purchase tickets here.

https://www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us/our-schools/edgewood/circle-of-friends-preschool
http://www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us/LFMF19



