
 

Enrollment & Capacity Summary 
● Prior Lake-Savage Area Schools (PLSAS) has historically been growing in student 

enrollment. 
● PLSAS operate as the 26th largest school district in Minnesota out of 326 public school 

districts in the state. This places PLSAS in the top 10% in size in Minnesota. 
● Since completing a demographic study in 2015, the district has been projecting an 

additional 250 students per year through the year 2020/21. By the end of 2015/16, K-12 
enrollment growth surpassed projections, ending the school year with an additional 321 
students.  

● From last June to October 1 this year, we have seen an additional 444 students spread 
across all grade levels. This increase in student enrollment is putting pressure on our 
schools (a new demographic study has been completed and results will be shared with 
the School Board and community in December, 2016). 

● An updated demographic study points to an additional 850 to 1,250 resident students 
over the next five years (2021-22).  

● While closing open enrollment to 1% at each grade level helps slow our enrollment 
growth, the majority of our growth can be attributed to resident students: those moving 
into existing homes, new development and retention of students who historically have 
open enrolled out of the district.  

● Districtwide we have a cumulative net gain of 3.6% open enrolled students. While 1,023 
students open enroll into the district, 717 of our resident students leave our district. Our 
net gain of K-12 open enrolled students is 306 or 3.6% districtwide. 

○ Open enrollment helps us balance class sizes and staff schools efficiently 
○ Open enrollment helps us manage our enrollment growth 
○ Funding from open enrollment has a financial benefit for all PLSAS students 

● Many of our schools are at capacity or are over enrollment capacity.  
○ K-5, at capacity (avg. class sz. 23). Current enrollment is: 3,670 
○ Gr. 6-8, 239 students over capacity (avg. class sz. 28). Current enrollment is: 

1,979 
○ Gr. 9-12, 347 students over capacity (avg. class sz. 30). Current enrollment is: 

2,658 
● We need additional academic and core space (kitchen/servery, lockers, office space, 

conference rooms, hallways, storage, etc..) to serve our K-12 students, teachers and 
support staff. 

● To address the needs that have come from our growth, we placed a comprehensive 
school funding request before voters on May 24, 2016. The referendum request failed by 
a margin of 47% yes (3,100 votes) to 53% no (3,557 votes). Twenty-seven percent of 
eligible voters in our district attendance boundaries voted in the May election.  


