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Never before in our district’s history have we seen the student enrollment growth Prior 
Lake-Savage Area Schools is realizing today. Since last school year, we have seen a 6% 
student enrollment growth increase throughout the district, which is putting pressure 
on our schools.     
 
Since completing a demographic study in 2015, the district has been projecting an 
additional 250 students per year through the year 2020/21. By the end of 2015/16, K-12 
enrollment growth surpassed projections, ending the school year with an additional 321 
students. As of this month, the district has already outpaced projections for the school 
year by nearly double with an additional 479 students spread across all grade levels.  
 
So what does this growth mean for PLSAS? New housing developments in Prior Lake and 
Savage, combined with families moving into existing homes within our boundaries can 
be attributed to our largest increases in student enrollment growth. With that growth 
comes families with children. More students means more needs throughout our district, 
particularly for learning spaces. Here are a few examples of how increases in enrollment 
impact learning and core spaces: 
 

 Currently, PLHS is short of space by 8 classrooms. This classroom shortage 
requires teachers to prepare for their classes outside of the classroom in which 
they are teaching. Next year, the district anticipates PLHS will be short 16 
classrooms due to continued increases in resident student enrollment. 

 PLHS lunch periods serve as many as 900 students at a time, making the servery 
area congested resulting in less time for students to eat. The high school starts 
lunch as early as 10:13 a.m. to ensure it can serve up to 2,589 students 
throughout the day. 

 Our middle schools are near capacity and will soon be in need of additional 
space for classrooms and core spaces such as cafeterias. 

 All of our elementary schools are either over capacity for learning spaces or near 
capacity. 

 Some elementary schools have re-purposed learning spaces such as computer 
labs, art and music rooms into classrooms. This means that specialists put their 
classrooms on carts to deliver instruction. 

 Our Spanish Immersion program at Edgewood School, La ola del lago, currently 
enrolls students in grades K-2. By 2017/18, La ola del lago will have outgrown its 



space and will need to find additional classrooms to house their growing student 
population.   

 Programs such as SAGE Academy and Bridges Area Learning Center are also 
growing in enrollment and will need additional space to accommodate students 
in the future. 

 
Increases in enrollment can be seen throughout our district. In fact, at 616 students, 
2016/17 kindergartners make up the largest kindergarten class in our district's history.  
The largest elementary class is currently 4th grade with a total of 645 students.  
 
In middle school, the largest class is 8th grade at 701 students. Eighth grade also 
represents the largest class in the district, K-12. As 8th graders transition to high school 
next school year, their numbers will grow in enrollment as additional resident students 
join this class as freshmen. Incidentally, Hidden Oaks currently enrolls more than 1,000 
6th-8th grade students, the largest in its history.  
 
At Prior Lake High School, 10th grade represents the largest class at 685 students but 
grades 9 and 11 are similar in size, each at 660 students. The senior class enrollment is 
currently at 584. A total enrollment of 2,589 makes PLHS the sixth largest high school in 
the state of Minnesota.  
 
For short-term solutions regarding our space needs, over the next several weeks we will 
be studying a range of possible options including: closing more schools to open 
enrollment, reviewing in-district student transfer and open-enrollment assignments, 
class size increases and elementary attendance boundary changes. Open enrollment is 
closed for the 2016/17 school year at PLHS, Glendale Elementary and Redtail Ridge 
Elementary. 
  
As part of our study, the district will further examine its current enrollment and facility 
usage, commission a new demographic study to learn more about enrollment trends 
and work with the cities of Prior Lake and Savage to get an update on housing market 
trends.   

Thinking more long term, due to the failed referendum vote last May we will be 
reviewing our facilities plan and collecting input from the community before developing 
a new plan. The School Board wants to hear from district residents about what they 
value in our schools and input on enrollment growth before bringing another facilities 
plan to voters. 
 
As we move forward this school year with some of the largest enrollment figures in our 
district’s history, our promise to our community is that we will maintain a high quality, 
high performing and innovative school district as we seek solutions for our space 
constraints.  
 


