
December 2019 
Barb Yetzer, Prinicipal 
byetzer@priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us 

Dec. 3     PTC Meeting 6:30 PM—Media Center 

Dec. 5     3rd Grade Music Program 6:30 PM—Gym 

Dec. 6     PTC Movie Night Gr. 3-5 6:30-8 PM—Gym 

Dec. 12   Choir Concert  7:00 PM—Gym 

Dec. 23—Jan. 1  No School—Winter Break 

Jan. 2     School Resumes 

Jan. 7     PTC Meeting 6:30 PM—Media Center 

Jan. 16   Online Kindergarten Registration begins 

Jan. 20   No School—Marin Luther King, Jr. Day 

Jan. 23   End of 2nd Quarter 

               2 Hour Early Release—1:50 PM 

Jan. 24   No School, Gr. E-8 

Jan. 27   3rd Quarter Begins 

Redtail Ridge families, 
 
Happy December! We would like to extend 
our gratitude for everything you do to make 
learning here at Redtail Ridge a priority for 
your child and your family. We highly value 
the partnership between school and home. 
Last month, we had an excellent turn out for 
parent-teacher conferences. The RR teachers 
are committed to the success of each and 
every student!  
 
Like it or not, the winter weather is here to 
stay. Please make sure you send your child to 
school everyday dressed for the weather. Stu-
dents will be outside for recess as long as we 
are above zero degrees. Students should 
have a winter jacket, hat, gloves/mittens, and 
winter boots. If your child wants to play on the 
playground or on the snow, they will also 
need to have snow pants.  
 
We look forward to ending 2019 on a high 
note and making 2020 an even better year! 
 
 
Barb Yetzer, Principal 
Lindsay Comstock, Dean of Students 

SCHOOL CLOSING  

For information on emergency school closings or 
delayed starts tune into WCCO radio (830 am) & TV 
(channel 4), KARE 11 TV (channel 11), KSTP-TV 
(channel 5) , KMSP/FOX TV (channel 9) and also 
KCHK Radio.  
The announcement would indicate that all Prior Lake-
Savage Area Schools are closed or beginning late.  
Officials attempt to make this decision as early as pos-
sible in the morning.  The message will also run on the 
school district website, www.priorlake-
savage.k12.mn.us. 
In rare instances, we may need to dismiss students 
early.  If the need should arise, please be sure you 
have a family plan to cover this situation so children are 
not left unattended.  Sharing this plan with your children 
is important and will alleviate their fears if Redtail does 
close early. 

3rd Grade Music Program: December 5th @ 6:30 p.m. 

Choir Concert:  December 12th @ 7:00 p.m. 

 UPCOMING PTC MEETINGS 
December 3rd and  

January 7th @ 6:30 p.m. in the  
Media Center 

http://www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us
http://www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us


November—C.A.R.E.S. Student of  the Month 

Shea Nordstrom Max Medvec JoJo Logan Finn Chybowski Vivienne Halford Kaitlyn Haack 

Lizzie Jensen Levi Noble Amy Buruchara Kiryll Silko Sophia Muir Aaron Hoad 

Max Kraus Molly Manders Henry Sorenson Landon Mork Kenny Ebel Raelynn Buchholtz 

Keiko Hirano Cole Marchessault Tristen Sutter Luke Flinck Logan Miller Lauren Happe 

Harrison Gilboe Harper Daly Alia Timmerman Jaylyn Chem Lillie Kalis Kaylen Long 

The students listed above were identified by their classroom teacher as the C.A.R.E.S. student of the month. 

Beth Borchart has been at Redtail Ridge since it opened.  Before that she was at 
Westwood and then Grainwood.  While at Redtail Ridge she has served on the fol-
lowing committees:  I Love to Read, Volunteer Celebration, PBIS (positive behavior 
interventions and supports), District Science Committee, Point Mentor, and is cur-
rently the Culturally and Linguistically Responsive Resource Teacher.  She is the 
proud mom of two amazing kids – Matt is in his last year of medical school at 
Creighton University, and Lauren is a sophomore at the University of Minneso-
ta.  You can find Beth on Saturdays cheering on the Gopher Football Team, and 
watching her daughter who is the Feature Twirler with the UMN Marching 
Band.  Otherwise she is working out, running, training her puppy Thor, grading pa-
pers, or traveling and enjoying the outdoors with her husband.   

Congratulations Mrs. Borchart! 

Online enrollment opens January 16, 2020  
Beginning January 16, PLSAS will offer online enrollment for all new families, 
including incoming 2020/21 kindergarten students. At that time, families can 
visit the district's enrollment page to begin the student registration process.  
 

To help prepare for online enrollment, please have your child’s most recent im-
munization record ready to upload, along with your student’s birth certificate or passport. 
 

For the 2020/21 school year, paper enrollment  packets will not be mailed and enrollment will only be available 
online or by visiting the District Services Center, 4540 Tower Street SE, Prior Lake between  
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Monday - Friday. 
 

We look forward to being able to offer this new enrollment feature to incoming families. 

Congratulations to 
Kindergarten teacher, 
Theresa Alvarez!  She 
and her husband, 
Ryan, welcomed a 
daughter, Leona Kay 
Alvarez, on November 
10th. Leona weighed 
5lbs 13 oz. and was 
20 inches long . 

The Junior Optimists are collecting 
new and gently used toys for The-
Toy Corner and the PTC and Cub 
Scout Pack are collecting Toys for 
Tots.  
 

There are boxes in the upper and 
lower level entrances to place your 
donations. 

 

      Thank you in advance for your generosity and support! 

https://www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us/enroll


Description of our GT Specialists: 
Gifted and Talented Specialists collaborate with and support classroom teachers, counselors, administra-
tors, parents, and students across our K-12 system to focus on the individual needs of each of our learners 
as they grow toward realizing their full potential. The specialists will collaborate with classroom teachers to 
engage and empower learners across the full day to ensure rigorous and authentic learning experiences are 
happening in their personalized instruction. At all levels, Gifted and Talented Specialists monitor student 
data to assess growth and to support instructional planning. 
 
Here are some examples of what the G/T Specialist’s work might look like: 
•             Collaborate with grade level teams and individual teachers to co-plan, co-teach, and flexibly group 
students for challenging core and/or small group instruction to meet the needs of the advanced students 
•             Provide resources/consult with teachers, students and parents to meet the affective needs of gifted 
students 
•             Research and provide appropriate resources for enrichment and advanced differentiation 
•             Support classroom teachers in learning about and implementing current research-based gifted in-
structional strategies  
•             Model instructional strategies that promote advanced differentiation, critical and creative thinking 
and access to rigorous curriculum through full class lessons for talent spotting in primary grades 
•             Support the practice of flexible groupings of students based on pre-assessment and ongoing form-
ative data to extend the core instruction as needed 
•             Assist teachers in monitoring students’ achievement and growth from summative and formative 
assessment data 

Greetings from the Health office 

 

December 1-7 is National Handwashing  
Awareness Week! 

Did you know that proper hand hygiene is the #1 way to 

prevent the spread of infection and spread of germs?   

Remember to scrub your 

hands with soap for 20 sec-

onds.  Sing the ABCs or 

Happy birthday twice to help 

you keep track of the time.  

Help your kiddos develop 

good handwashing habits at 

home by being a good role model and by provid-

ing frequent reminder.  Healthy kiddos are better 

learners.  Let’s keep Redtail Ridge healthy!   



Fifth graders had a wonderful time learning   
at Wolf Ridge in October.  They spent time 
learning about life as a French Voyageur, 
how to weave baskets in Ojibwe culture, 
trekking on night hikes, challenging them-
selves on both the rock wall and ropes 
course, and much more.  Thank you to all 
the parents who filled out paperwork, 
helped them pack, and got them ready for 
the trip.  The Redtail students set an amaz-
ing example of what Prior Lake Savage 
kids are like.  This trip would also not be 
possible without our incredible group of 
parent chaperones that accompanied us up 
North. Thanks for another great Wolf Ridge 
experience.  



Dec/Jan 2019-20

Adult Classes
December 2 - Aqua Exercise

December 3 - Glass Mosaic: Trivets or Sign

December 4 - Four Famous Cookies

December 9 - Chocolate Truffles, Creamy Caramels

December 12 - Wine & Design

January 3 - Body Sculpt

January 4 - Zumba

January 6 - Yoga Burn

January 7 - Intro to Yoga

January 9 - Scones and Biscotti

                      Computer Basics

January 11 - Mandala Stone Art Painting

January 23 - Casseroles: Winter Comfort Food

January 24 - Asian Favorites

January 25 - Linocut Print Making

Youth Classes

Chess (Gr. K-5)
Learn Math Facts the Easy Way (Gr. 2-5)
Spelling Bee Competition (Gr. 1-8)
Caroling Crew (Gr. 6-8)
Ski Trips (Gr. 5-8)
Synchro Swim (Gr. 7-12)
Laker Dance Team Clinic (Ages 5-14)
Gymnastics (Ages 4-12)
Twilight Trek (Ages 6+ w/Adult)
Tennis (Ages 4-12)
Olaf & Friends (Gr. K-5)
Winter Wonderland (Gr. K-5)
Extreme STEM: Copters & Spy Planes 
(Gr. K-3)
Wonderful World of Art (Gr. K-5)
Fencing (Gr. 2-12)

@isd719CommEd
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