
 

October 2019 

Barb Yetzer, Prinicipal 
byetzer@priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us 

For the well-being of your child, please remember to submit your 
updated emergency information as soon as possible.  If your 
child becomes ill or injured at school, this information, along with 
current telephone numbers, are critical for our health office and 
office staff! 

If there are any legal proceedings regarding the welfare of your 
child, please make sure our office has a copy of the appropriate 
legal papers as well. 

Please turn in your Parental Release Form and submit the End 
of Day Plan form if you haven’t already done so. Thank you! 

Sept 30-Oct 4  Take Your Parent to PE Week  

Oct 1       PTC Meeting 6:30 P.M. 

Oct 3       ELC Parent Info Night @ 6 PM in Media Center 

Oct  7-11  Fire Prevention Week 

Oct 14-18 National School Lunch Week  

Oct 16-21 No School E-12 

Oct 21-25 National School Bus Safety Week  

Oct 23     Picture Retake Day 

Oct 28-Nov 1 5th Grade ELC Trip 

Oct 29     PTC Davanni’s Fundraiser Night 4-8 PM (Savage) 

Nov 3      Daylight Saving Time Ends 

Nov 5      Election Day 

Nov 7      End of 1st Quarter 

Nov 8      No School 

ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL 

Students walking to school or who are dropped off at school should arrive at school NO EARLIER THAN 9:05 A.M.  Staff is 
not available to supervise students prior to that time.   

CHILDREN PICKED UP AFTER SCHOOL BY PARENT/GUARDIAN  

If a child is being picked up after school, a note from a parent or a guardian MUST be given to their classroom teacher the 
day they will be picked up. If a child informs us that he/she is to be picked up after school, but does not have a note, he/she 
must board the school bus if the parent is not here at dismissal.   

CHILDREN PICKED UP AFTER SCHOOL BY SOMEONE OTHER THAN THE PARENT/GUARDIAN 

Anytime a child will be picked up by someone other than a parent/guardian, A NOTE MUST be given to the classroom 
teacher stating the time, date, and person authorized to pick their child up.  For security reasons, your child will not be re-
leased to anyone other than the parent/guardian unless they are stated in writing on the note sent to the office by their 
classroom teacher. 

A written, signed note is preferred to an email or phone call, as the teacher is able to send the note to the office 
with attendance, and then keep the note when it is returned, as a reminder of the pick-up and time.  Also, if the 
teacher is absent the Guest Teacher would not receive the email.  Phone calls regarding pick-ups require an inter-

ruption in the classroom during instruction time to inform the teacher and student, and are discouraged. 

Thank you for helping us to keep the daily drop-offs and pick-ups for our 700+ students organized and our students safe. 

Redtail Ridge Families, 
 
We have had an incredible start to the 2019-2020 
school year! Routines and procedures are in place and 
learning is alive and well at Redtail Ridge! We wel-
comed several new staff members to Redtail this year, 
including Jordan Gagnon (third grade teacher), Dana 
Reetz (fourth grade teacher), and Taylor Ward (fourth 
grade teacher). They each are a wonderful addition to 
our school family! 
 
As you all know, the Read-a-Thon, “Fall into Books”, is 
in full swing! PTC has asked each student to set a goal 
of raising $60, totaling a school goal of $30,000! Stu-
dents are excited about the rewards, including a school-
wide freeze pop party, each student receiving a Prior 
Lake water bottle, and if we reach our goal--a bounce 
house party for the entire school! Fundraising will con-
tinue until our Read-a-Thon event on Friday, October 
11. We are incredibly grateful for the generous support 
of Redtail families and community members!  
 
We are looking forward to a wonderful year full of learn-
ing, growth, and laughter!  
 
Barb Yetzer, Principal 
Lindsay Comstock, Dean of Students   



 

Picture retake day will be on Wednesday, 
October 23rd. All unwanted pictures 
should be returned and given to the photogra-
pher on retake day. 

The ultimate worth of pro-
fessional development for 
teachers is the essential 
role it plays in the improve-
ment of student learning.  
Research states that the 

best way to improve student achievement 
is to increase our teachers’ effectiveness. 

In order to provide professional develop-
ment opportunities for our staff, three ear-
ly release days have been built into the 
district calendar this year.  Please be 
aware that November 7th,  January 
23rd and April 2nd will be early release 

days for students. 

At Redtail Ridge, students will be released 
from school at 1:50 p.m. on early re-
lease days.  Please remember to work 
these days into your family’s schedule in 
order to provide for your child’s daycare 
needs.  We appreciate your cooperation! 

unexcused absence for your child.  
Students are considered tardy if 
they arrive at school after 9:20 a.m. 

We hope that you read the proce-
dures included in our Parent / Stu-
dent Handbook.  The handbook 
outlines the reasons that will be 
accepted for excused absences 
and examples of unexcused tar-
dies and absences. 

In order to provide the very best 
education for your children, they 
need to be in attendance.  Missed 

Regular, on-time attendance is nec-
essary for our student’s academic 
success.  It also promotes positive 
work ethic for employment skills and 
future success.  Please be reminded 
that parents / guardians are re-
quired to notify the office via a 
note or telephone call prior to 9:45 
a.m. on or before the day their 
child will be absent for any reason.  
Our voice mail attendance hotline 
(952-226-8001) is open 24 hours a 
day.  Failure to call may result in an 

assignments can be completed.  
However, it is extremely difficult to 
replicate instructional activities, dis-
cussions, small group work, etc. 
that have taken place while your 
child was absent from school.  Alt-
hough we know that illnesses can-
not be avoided, we hope that you 
will make every effort to schedule 
family vacations during the summer 
or one of the our scheduled school 
breaks.  Your cooperation is greatly 
appreciated! 

Last spring, the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments 
(MCA’s) were once again administered to students across the 
state of Minnesota.  At the elementary level, students in 
grades 3-5 were assessed in the areas of reading and math.  
Grade 5 students were also assessed in science. Individual 
student results will be sent home with students in October. 

Congratulations to Kindergarten teacher, Yvette Boucher, and First Grade 
Teacher, Britney Haugh! Mrs. Boucher had a boy, William Mark Sidney 
born on August 24th. William was 7 lbs. 7 oz. and 20.75 inches long. 

 Mrs. Haugh had a girl, Kinsley Ann, born on September 14th. 
  Kinsley weighed 6 lbs.13 oz. and was 19.5 inches long. 

The second fundraiser night of the year will be at the Sav-
age Davanni’s, between 4-8 PM on Tuesday, October 29th.  
20% of your order will be donated back to Redtail Ridge.  
Thank you for your support! 

Thank you for your efforts to ensure your child comes to school 
each day ready to learn. It is this partnership, between families 
and the school, that provide the best learning and school experi-
ences for children. Research shows that absenteeism in the first 
month of school can predict poor attendance throughout the 
school year. Half of the students who miss 2-4 days in September 
will go on to miss nearly a month of school.  



We are pleased to welcome the following staff 
members to Redtail Ridge for 2019-20. They are 
either new to the building or are returning with 

new positions! 
 

 Lindsay Comstock—Dean of Students 

 Jordan Gagnon—3rd Grade Teacher 

 Jennifer Maloney—Synergy Teacher 

 Dana Reetz—4th Grade Teacher 

 Taylor Ward—4th Grade Teacher 

Frequently Dialed Extensions 

Attendance (24 Hrs.) ............... 226-8001 
Main Number ........................... 226-8000 
Health Office ............................ 226-8006 
Community Ed ......................... 226-0080 
Kids Company ......................... 226-0090 
P.L.A.Y. ................................... 220-6055 
      or www.playinfo.org 
District Office ........................... 226-0000 
Transportation………………… 226-0050 
Bus Dispatch ........................... 440-1166 
 

You may access the Redtail Ridge 
website at: www.priorlake-
savage.k12.mn.us 
Click on Our Schools and choose 
Redtail Ridge. 
Information includes, Staff Directory, , 
lunch menus,  Newsletters, and much 
more. 

 

 is the Synergy/SAGE Parent Action Network.  We are also known as the Prior Lake-Savage Chapter of 
the MN Council for the Gifted and Talented (MCGT).  Our first meeting will take place on Tuesday October 8 at 
7pm in the WestWood Elementary Media Center (5370 WestWood Dr. SE; Prior Lake, MN  55372), featuring for-
mer MCGT president and gifted consultant Carol Malueg to facilitate an MCGT-sponsored CHAT (Connect, Help, 
Advocate, Talk) session on advocacy for gifted kids in schools and beyond.  All are welcome.  
 

We continue to need SPAN Board members...particularly parents of Synergy/SAGE students of elementary school 
age...in order to continue support and advocacy of high-ability kids in our district.  Questions or need more infor-
mation?  Contact span.priorlake@gmail.com.  

               Greetings from Jen, Lynn, Mailee, and Ali (AKA “the Lunch Ladies”) 
 Did you know?  Every Tuesday is called “try it” Tuesday.  Ask your student what new  
      things they have tried so far this year. 
 Lunchroom Funnies:  Why do sea gulls fly over the sea?  See if your kids know the  
      answer… 
 Lunch Ladies just wanna have fun: We do a birthday chant every month for the kids   
      who have a birthday that month., You are welcome to have lunch with your student and       
      join in on the fun that day!  September 27th and October 25th are the first ones. 
 Coming Soon to a cafeteria near you…October 1 is our Corn husking relay and we will                                          
      eating corn on the cob October 2. 

 Wednesday, October 16th 
through Monday, October 21st, 

No School Grades E-12 

PTC MEETING  
Tuesday, Oct. 1st 

@ 6:30 p.m.  
In the Media Center 

 

We are already in heavy planning for our 5th graders upcoming trip to Wolf Ridge. We are leaving 
for the week long trip on Monday, October 28th and returning home Friday, November 1st. 
Wolf Ridge parent information night is October 3rd at Redtail Ridge from 6:00—7:00 p.m..   

http://www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us/
http://www.priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us/
mailto:span.priorlake@gmail.com


Reminder from the Health Office: Please help us keep Redtail healthy by keeping your sick child home.  If your child does 
become ill, please remember the following before sending them to school:  

I NEED TO STAY HOME IF … 

I AM READY TO GO BACK TO SCHOOL AFTER… 
I have been fever 
free for at least 

24 hours without 
fever-reducing 

medication (e.g., 
Tylenol, Motrin, 

Advil). 

I haven’t vomited 
for at least 24 

hours 

I haven’t had 
diarrhea for at 
least 24 hours 

Check with your 
health care 

provider before 
sending him/her 

to school. 

Free from 
drainage and/or 

have been 
evaluated by my 
doctor if needed.  

Contact the 
Redtail 

 Health Office at 
226-8006 to 

discuss disease-
specific 

information.  

My medical 
provider has 

released me to 
return to school. 

 

I have 
a fever 

I am 
vomiting 

I have 
diarrhea 

I have 
a rash 

I have 
an eye 

infection 

I have a 
common 

contagious 
illness 

I have been 
in the 

hospital 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Temperature of ≥ 
100  degrees 

Within the past 
24 hours 

Within the past 
24 hours 

A rash that may 
be disease-

related or the 
cause is 

unknown.  

Redness, itching, 
and/or drainage 
from the eye(s). 

Strep throat, 
influenza, 

chicken pox, 
shingles, mono,  

pertussis  
scabies, etc. 

Hospital stay 
and/or 

emergency visit 



October 2019

Adult Classes
October 1 - Intro to Yoga
                      How to Start Your Own Business

October 4 - No Mistakes Watercolor

October 7 - Acrylic Pouring

October 8 - Using Your iPad Like a Pro
                      De-clutter: Photos, Videos, Digital Life
                      Travel Show

October 9 - Bob Ross Method of Oil Painting

October 12 - The Strategic College Student                           

October 14 - Traditional Italian Cuisine

October 22 - What You Always Wanted to Know             
                        About Islam 
                        Knowing Your Muslim Student

                      Yoga Flow

October 23 - Glass Mosaic

October 24 - How to Cut the Cable Cord

                        Best FREE Apps for your iPhone

                        Acupressure Facelift

October 26 - Mandala Stone Art Patining (Ages 10+)

Youth Classes

Glitter & Glow (Gr. K-5) 
Club Invention (Gr. 1-5)
Amazing Fall color (Gr. K-5) 
Sew Fun (Gr. 6-8)
Girl Power (Gr. 6-8)
Yoga & Fitness (Gr. K-5)
Chess (Gr. K-8)
Fencing (Gr. 2-12)
Intro to STEM (Gr. K-2)
Science at Work (Gr. 1-5)
Spanish (Gr. K-5)
Brick Builders: Wild Ride (Gr. 1-5)
 

@isd719CommEd

Saturday, October 26
2:30-5 pm
Twin Oaks Middle School
Lower Level

Enjoy games, prizes, inflatables, treats, 
individual and family costume contests, a 
haunted house and more! 

Pay online or at the door: $5/Ages 1-12 
                    (Infants and Adults Free)
Parent Supervision required for children under 9.

Canned goods and monetary donations 
accepted for the CAP Agency. 
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